Simone de Beauvoir, 
The Second Sex (1949)

Introduction
Philosophical Reflections on "Gendered' Self/Selves
Q U E S T I O N S

Re: de Beauvoir and the Ontology of the Sexed Other: 

Why and how the woman becomes "the Other."
1. Why, according to de Beauvoir, is the woman the "second" sex? What does it mean? (Hint: differences b/w sex/gender; role; identity; designation)
2. Look for passages that discuss "reciprocity" and "complicity" between One and the Other. Take note of the concepts. And think of this question: According to de Beauvoir, why and how does the woman become the Other? "The Other" (as opposed to one, or self) is an abstract concept used in various philosophical discussions of relation. And it finds, as with most of philosophical vocabulary, an infinite number of examples in everyday life. de Beauvoir, for instance, uses it as a means to understand and explain the sexual or more precisely sexed relationship between man and woman, or male and female, or masculine and feminine. Locate in the text at least two passages where she introduces that term and then note the key points. 
3. de Beauvoir, quoting Aristotle, introduces this deeply-rooted, commonly-held, philosophical assumption about woman: "The female is a female by virtue of a certain lack of qualities" What does it mean? And what are everyday examples of this pedestrian idea, which de Beauvoir reveals and criticizes? Try and think of something that is not too obvious, something subtle and implicit but more powerful precisely for that reason. 
Re: de Beauvoir and the Sexed Human: How about/Why not "one is not born, but becomes a man"?

4. de Beauvoir is truly insightful in pointing to the structural inequality or disymmetry between man and woman. But then now, can we not apply similar insights to the problems of, say, "masculinism"? What would it mean to say, "one is not born, but becomes a man"? Does it not show a certain limit, inflexibility, in de Beauvoir's model of gender inequality? Furthermore, does she not herself posit man as "the standards" in her promotion of the status of woman? Argue your position.
5. In what sense can one say then that the victim of sexism is not only woman but man, and that feminism liberates not only women but, more significantly, men and thus mankind as a whole? 
6. (Bonus Question) Additional Question To Reflection On:

Earlier in late 18th century (1792), Mary Wollstonecraft too "vindicated the rights of woman," paving the way to feminist movements. It is, however, arguably by de Beauvoir that the root problem of gender inequality has been deeply analyzed: how so? What are the differences in the level and scope of thinking between Wollstonecraft and de Beauvoir?   
