Notes from10-20-2005

Plato’s CRITO and Civic Obligation

Recap of 10-18-2005

· Justice – the word signifies a temporal time constraint (just now)

· Law – inseparable connection between law and justice – Department of Justice = lawmaking

· How does a law justify its legitimacy? 

· When you make a law, it is founded on something and in most cases, that thing is justice

· Justification – proving that the act is just or proven

· Making something just

· Relation to truth

· Only through the process of the just can something be made legitimate

· The very act of justification maintains the link between truth and the thing being proven

· Socrates – “Apology” 

· Socrates on trial, where he justifies his actions and speaks in defense on the basis of what he takes to be truth

· Arguing against a set of laws

· “Crito” – 

· He is in prison, waiting for his execution, and he is being convinced to breat out, but he refuses

· He is trying to justify inaction

· Reasons why he won’t leave:

· Parent Argument analogy – 

· The ideal law

· The law that governs a person

· Reverence and loyalty for the country (super-patriotism – Nathanson)

· We are obligated to respect our parents and in a similar way, we are obligated to the law

· Benefactor argument analogy:

· You begin to lose authority but your survival rests on the benefits that you have been receiving 

· Obligated to return that favor or follow the rules

· A weaker form of parent argument

· As you begin to leave the household, you gain autonomy, but you still pay for the breaking free from it

· Agreement argument analogy:

· If we assume that there is a relation between two citizens who are not acting by the rules, but they still live by the rules

· When in Rome, do as Romans do

· Contractual terms in modern form – personal choice

· In all three cases, Socrates is talking about a contract – I was born as an Athenian citizen, and it is my duty to follow the laws.

· How does Socrates justify his decision to remain in prison?

· Is he successful in arguing his decision?

· To leave jail, he would be leaving his ideals

· Deconstructive argument:

· If I leave the country, I cannot practice my will

· Contradiction if he leaves prison

· Tragic Irony of his circumstance – 

· By setting himself free, he would be trapped within himself

· Consistency makes him a noble man

· He died for himself.

· But Socrates’ agreement argument is the strongest and the parent argument is less of his personal strengths

· Tacit argument:

· An implicit force of truth is what he is carrying through his argument.

· His job is to form the overall truth

· The obligation is to recognize the source of tradition but the life is to understand that _____________.

Donna’s Presentation: “Social Contract”

· Socrates’ agreement from ‘Crito’

· He eels that he owes the law something – benefactor argument

· Robert Filmore – King’s Authority

· Thomas Hobbes – Men are equal for their own benefit

· State of nature is brutal

· You have to create a civil society where people pursue peace (contradicts a state of nature)

· State of nature = state of war

· John Locke – Citizens have the right to revolt against their King

· Able to conduct your life in your own pursuits

· Disagrees with the state of nature = to state of war from Hobbes

· Private property acquired by working the land

· You should only take what you need for you

· Rousseau – convention of property represents the fall of the state from divine grace of humanity

· Why are we so unequal?

· Property becomes the symbol of one’s right and power

· John Rawls – 

· The principle of justice is that everyone is allowed freedom if is it the same freedom of justice throughout

· The point of social contract theory is that reciprocal duties come into play – I respect the law, the law respects me. But inequalities play on the theory

PJ’s Presentation:  Chomsky and Media Control

· Language and Freedom

· Basis of the argument has to do with the differences between dog and man

· The ability of a person to think on his own is the negation of primal features

· Man is beyond the bounds of _____________ and the beast is a mechanical being of nature

· Emerson

· Explores how laws come and go

· “Man’s ability to reason is equal – right to property is unequal”

