Show clip of Osama
Osama – directed by Siddiq Barmak – When the Taliban have forced all women out of the workplace and into the home (not able to leave without the accompaniment of a male escort), a 12-year old Afghan girl cuts her hair and poses as a young boy, peddling his/her life for work in the streets of her town, which tests the livelihood of her and her family. Realization of her true identity would only lead to the death and destruction of the entire home. 
Male and female gender differences are often confused with male and female sex differences – They are viewed as one together and not as two opposing ideas. 
“Male hormones are supposed to result in more aggressive behavior than female hormones. But men differ in their gender styles and in their degrees of masculinity, and women differ in their gender styles and in their degrees of femininity” (Zack 77).
Although the women’s liberation movements in the 1960’s helped women in the United State to win their supposed equality with men, other races living in other countries still struggle with rights.

Women still struggle with the specifics of racial discrepancies in their gender class. Although the gender female has come a long way since the 60’s, typically Caucasian women are able to extend their abilities further than those women of differing races (in this movie, women of Middle Eastern descent). 

“In comparison with white women, women of color generally are more likely to be single heads of household, have less educational certification, make less money, be employed in lower-level, nonprofessional jobs, and experience unemployment. A minority of Asian women have educational levels and professional occupations comparable with white women. Single status and marital disruption have been higher for black and Puerto Rican women than any other group” (Zack 82).

In America, racial oppression is more serious than gender oppression. But, in Afghanistan, where the movie is set, gender oppression seems to be the main cause of disruption between citizens. Although American’s have attempted setting up a democratic system in the country, in which women have the right to vote and the right to run for office, women’s advocacy is not praised. 

RAWA (Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan) is the oldest political/social organization of Afghan women struggling for peace, freedom, democracy and women's rights in Afghanistan since 1977.

Recently (September 2005), in the first set of elections held in the war-torn country, 140 women were forced to withdraw their candidacies for security reasons, and women were unable to campaign in rural areas of the country because of threats by warlords.

One woman states, “Imagine a woman candidate who posts her photograph on a campaign flyer. She is challenging social norms, given that most women still wear a head-to-toe burqa in public.”

But, the election results led to 68 women taking seats in the Parliament, which is about 25% of the representation. 

Presently in the United States, the Supreme Court is holding two cases on the rights to abortions and abortion clinics, as well as the rights of the patients utilizing the abortive services. On Wednesday, November 30th, The National Organization for Women (NOW) is arguing against both Schleider and Operation Rescue in two cases that are aimed at stopping violence aimed at those that provide abortive services as well as those that use them. 

NOW initiated the case over 20 years ago, when the named “pro-life mafia” planned on shutting the doors of each abortion clinic in the United States. 

These attempts stem to the rights of women and how they desire to use their bodies. If abortion should be illegalized across the country, or if documentation of each abortion case should be recorded and used against the woman in possible cases dealing with her in the future (crushing the right to privacy), then should tubal ligations and/or vasectomies be reconsidered? 
The rights of women still struggle within all societies of the world. Dominance has always been in the field of men. Women were generic procreators, only having a purpose as the caretakers of the home and hearth (Hera, Wife of Zeus). 
