Images, Words, and Metaphors

Political Philosophy

October 4th, 2005

Judith Boneta
How is power exercised and produced through certain concrete ideas such as language and images? 

A. Power

a. How is power formed?
i.  (manifestation = fixed)

b. Exercise of power? 
i. (dynamic and moveable) 
c. Manifestation of power vs. exercise of power

i. Example of the body builder 

1. They manifest power in a sense that the are toned, but it is a result of constant exercise

ii. The paradox of the weightlifter is such that exercise is a constant change (in which power passes through the person)

1. Compare to the paradox of power

a. Action is a manifestation of the official’s ability as well as a self-referential transgression of what they can do

2. There is a circulation within the paradox of the weightlifter because it eventually becomes the question of the formation of power

a. You cannot stop the force of progress/regress because that’s the basis of power

iii. Olympic Games

1. Weightlifting is evaluated on the basis of accomplishment – they will try hard to break the record – so the exercise is a manifestation of power and a constant strive for the record weight lifted

B. “Docile Bodies” – pg 336 – Foucault
a. “power as such doesn’t exist…”

i. Because it causes the body to become more powerful and stops it from ultimate success

b. Goal-oriented activities 

i. The point of setting a goal is to over-achieve it

ii. Example – prayer 

1. The one who prays will ask God to appear 

2. Power is invisible, but you try to make it achievable by visualizing it

iii. We’re subject to devices (time, scheduling, etc.) because otherwise, we cannot see where we are

1. Adorno – the sportification of fields of activities
a. Testifies of the power that exercises through bodies

b. Everyday activities submit people to a block (e.g. school) that limits personal power 

i. The blocks are not oppressive because they enable the person to eventually become empowered. 

C. Exercise and Performance 

a. These words do not necessarily entail the notion of activity, but they are acted upon a person – they can be flipped towards the personal, causing them to be performed on a person

i. Racial slurs –

1. One doesn’t really think about the slur itself when saying it, but it can hurt someone else 

2. It’s not as if the person will really mean it, but certain forces act upon the person to cause them to think that way (region, politics, family, etc.)

D. Social Schematization of Perception – from Adorno’s “People Are Looking at You”

a. Perception is the processing of information from certain ideas and images

b. Schematization = scheme = plan

i. The order of importance of arranging things in the mind (more than concrete, but can be abstract)

ii. Plans somehow involve the notion of significance

iii. Concept itself is bounded by mechanical order (categorized)
iv. Perceptions are bound by categories

c. Why social schematization?

i. The herding metaphor, cliques, are you white, black, Asian, Indian, etc.?

ii. The schemes are arbitrary, but they are at the window by which we go through to form perceptions about the person

iii. Class or gender – identity politics

iv. Some will fight for the true representation of what they are in order to be categorized 

1. You may not be a white American or an African American, but you might be somewhere in between

2. You are not only subject to the categories, but you are capable of producing your own categories

d. What is Adorno’s thesis?

i. Perhaps this social schematization of hatred is such that they do not see Jews like people at all 

ii. People connect the category to another one 

1. You don’t really think about it, but you make the categories of humans like that of animals

2. Similes – they are like or as something

iii. Thesis – The social schematization of perceptions reduces human beings to things

1. To make an object out of the things that you see
2. Objectification of gender, regional, classification, or occupational things to one’s own perception

iv. 3 Key points under the concept of Adorno’s thesis:

1. Language and its use-values

2. Language and evasion

a. You can use language in order to not say what you want to say

b. What has not been said is contained

3. Language and Freedom

E. Dr. Lee – “Nerd is becoming more hip because of the connection between nerd and power – this nerd figure that was more or less unsexy will become powerful. There’s a certain notion of images and words that will carry a person.” 

F. Language and its use-values
a. “The Metaphors We Live By” – Lakoff and Johnson

i. Sometimes we not only live on and by, but for metaphors

b. Metaphors themselves are conceptual

c. Metaphorical concepts are systematically built

i. Not only inseparable, but all the metaphors arise from a certain system

1. They do not just arise out of a vacuum (or, against the background of global politics, which is the larger background)

d. Metaphorical concepts are often expressed in physical terms

i. “Oh my Rose, my love!” – using the physical Rose for the name of the person – a metaphor that is specific

ii. These physical terms are the reduced things of Adorno’s thesis 

iii. Louisiana – the hurricane victims do not like to be called refugees but like to be called evacuees
G. Language and Evasion
a. When you invert the relation between the two, then negation becomes causation

i. e.g. – but = because

ii. “I’m not doing well at work, but (because) I don’t care.”

b. Political speech and images are populated with evasive terms

H. Language and Freedom – Chomsky

a. Linked to parrhesia – freedom of speech

b. Language can free us, the political being, because we are bound by mental images and concepts (counteracted with the force of language)

c. Notion of justice – optimism through language and freedom

d. The images of America – flag, Uncle Sam, etc...

i. Personifies what you are trying to represent

ii. America’s Next Top Model – who can represent and reflect American concepts

I. Libby’s Presentation – Conceptualized Metaphors
a. Thomas Hobbes – free flowing thought vs. regulated thought

b. Greek term reminisiata means “reconnecting thought to our former actions

c. Time is Money – You’re wasting my time; How do you spend your time?

i. Why would we relate time and money? 

1. Time is a resource and a guideline by which we live

2. We get paid by our time 

d. We do the same with political ideas – 

i. War is a fairy tale 

1. We’re the heroes; we have to save those in trouble…

ii. The state becomes a person and nobody wants to be the victim

1. Good v. Evil

2. We call out troops heroic 

3. This is done because power wants to think of America as the ultimate good force, setting out to conquer evil, although it mat not be valid – people may not need to be saved

e. Conceptualization of political parties

i. Liberals = motherly because they are concerned and passionate

1. Abortion –  seen of as a person who is doing what is right for her – personal over concrete

ii. Conservatives = fatherly because they are strict, lay down the law, and determine right/wrong and black/white

1. Abortion – looked at as an adult who was not ready to have a child or a teenage making a huge mistake

f. There is an intimate link between metaphor and concept (simile) because the concepts lie within the metaphor – binary
g. We conceptualize the words into more important metaphors

h. Relating it back to the first lecture, when Bismarck said, “Politics is the art of the possible.”

i. The ultimate metaphor is democracy.
