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Journal #1 – So, why do we need political philosophy and why do we need to study it? Address this question by using key concepts explored in class today, viz., disastrous, idea/ideology, movement, possible, risk, temporal art, tautology, unpalatable, etc. Make sure you incorporate your reading of at least two texts (i.e., apt, not just any, quotations from readings above) into your journal. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Bismarck said that “politics is the art of the possible,” which seems to be a statement of idealistic nature. Yet, although the possible is something that would seem to be idealistic, it is something that is also achievable. The possible becomes a vision, which is needed in order to signify a future. The concept of something being possible is juxtaposed with the idea of something being inevitable or stagnant. For possibility relies on an idea, whereas stagnancy is a definite state and inevitability is a given. 


The study of political philosophy remains an almost unachievable task, due to the scientific nature of it. Although there are definite boundaries between political science and political philosophy, the sole study of one will eventually meld into the other. As political science looks at the statistical and historical context of the matter at hand, it will eventually cause its student to delve into ideologies, which constitutes a philosophical study. As the concept of Mayflower Authenticity reminds students, whenever there is a crisis within a given group of people, there is often a reverting back to the past and a searching through the past in order to grow a future foundation.

There is a need for political philosophy only because of voluntary action amongst a group of people. The drive to understand the background of a feeling, a subject, or anything in general in terms of the possible is an interesting approach; it allows for “reflection and speculation,” as Adorno would conclude in Minima Moralia’s “Freedom of Thoughts.” Reflection refers to the passivity of philosophy, while speculation relies upon a more dramatic approach, which could include creation of something in relation to reflective thoughts. Philosophy moves in a circular motion: starting with a thought, it moves on to the study of ideology, and finally, it ends with a creation of manifestation. 


Without the study of political philosophy, how would any country have gotten to its current destination? Starting from one of the first records of political philosophy, Sun Tzu’s The Art of War, written in 7th century B.C., political ideologies have had a revolutionizing effect on the stability of government. In keeping with this thought, Miller refers to the practical importance of abstract ideas, where the revolution of thought allows for all changes in society (PPVS 11 – Carlyle vs. Rousseau). In order for the creation of a possibility to occur, a decision has to be made within the thought process. So, societies ultimately rely upon ideas. 
