Summary of my long-ago presentation:

     Homer’s Odyssey and his Iliad are similar in that they both embody the notion of the epic; stylistically, however, the Odyssey seems (so far as modern literary theorists would presume) far to surpass in quality the Iliad. Bakhtin’s notion of the many-voiced book, as exemplified by the Odyssey contrasts starkly with the single-voiced, authoritarian Iliad: the former finds narration in several different voices, in several different tones, from several different individuals, strung along several different meta-fictional subtleties; the latter is merely a war story, told from the singular voice of the omniscient narrator. With its irony and its narrative quirks, the Odyssey seems to have to it more meat than the Iliad; most of the meat that the Iliad has is literal, and it tends to be bloodier and more grisly.

