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Class Notes


Class began with a presentation from Danny Cairns on Epicureanism. This was a continuation of last weeks discussion on four different schools of thought to finding happiness, the other three being Cynics, Skeptics, and Stoics. Danny talked about the origin of the Epicureans in ancient Rome, as well as their ideas about pleasure. Danielle McMinn gave a presentation next on Greek poet Theocritus(300-250 b.c.e.), the creator of pastoral (having a rural setting) and idyll (leisurely and casual conversations between friends) poetry. She had two people in class perform “Aeschines and Thyonichus,” a short piece about love, jealousy, and friendship. Next, Dr. Lee gave a lecture on the Stoics. Stoic comes from the word “stoa” which means roof. They believed that if they lived by a set of rules that left little room for straying, then they would find happiness. 
