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It takes only the merest acquaintance with the facts of the modern world to note
that 1t is now an interactive svstem in a sense that is strikingly new. Historians and
sociologists, especially those concerned with translocal processes and the world
systems associated with capitalism, have long been aware that the world has been a
congeries of large-scale interactions for many centuries. Yet today’s world involves
mteractions of a new order and intensity. Cultural transactions between social groups
in the past have generally been restricted, sometimes by the facts of geography and
ccology, and at other times by active resistance to interactions with the Other {as in
China for much of its history and in Japan before the Meiji Restoration ). Where there
have been sustained cultural wansactions across large parts of the globe, they have
usually involved the long-distance journey of commodities {and of the merchants
most concerned with them) and of travelers and explorers of every type. The two
main forces for sustained cultural interacton before this century have been warfare
rand the large-scale political systems sometimes generated by it) and religions of con-
version, which have sometimes, as in the case of Islam, taken warfare as one of the
legiimare instruments of their expansion, Thus, between travelers and merchants,
pilgrims and conquerors, the world has seen much long-distance (and fong-rerm)
cuitural traftic. This much seems self-evident.

But few will deny that given the problems of time, distance, and limited tech-
aologies for the command of resources across vast spaces, cultural dealings between
soctally and spatially separated groups have, until the past few centuries, been bridged

t cost and sustained over time only with great effort. The forces of cultural
s seemed always to pull away from the formation of large-scale ecumenes,
mer religious, commercial, or political, toward smaller-scale accretions of inti-
cand inrerest

¢ in the past few centuries, the nature of this gravitational field scems to
rged. Partly because of the spirit of the expansion of Western maritime inter-
200, and partly because of the relatively autonomous developments of
ressive social formations in the Americas {such as the Aztecs and the
isia tsuch as the Mongols and their descendants, the Mughals and
d Southeast Asia (such as the Buginese), and in the kingdoms of

2 isuch as Dahomey}, an overlapping set of ecumenes began to
il congeries of money, commerce, conquest, and migration began to
rs-societal bonds. This process was accelerated by the technology
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xcarpted from Arjun Appadural, “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global
ety ot Lerger Cultural Dimensions of Globalization {University of Minnesota
23 Reprinted by permission of Arjun Appadurai.
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0 EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION

In a further globalizing twist on what Fredric Jameson has called “nostalgia for
the present,” these Filipinos fook back to a world they have never lest. This is one

ot the ccntml ironies of the politics of global cultural flows, especially in the arena of

cntertainment and leisure. [. . ]

Thc central problem of today’s global interactions is the tension between cultural
homogenization and cultural beterogenization. A vast array of empirical facts could
be brought to bear on the side of the homogenization argument, and much of it has
come from the left end of the spectrum of media studies, and some from other per-
spectives. Most often, the homogenization argument subspeciates into either an argu-
ment about Americanization or an argument about commoditization, and very often
the two arguments are closely linked. What these argurments fail to consider is that
at feast as rapidiv as forces from various metropolises are brought into new societies
they tend to become indigenized in one or another way: this is true of music and
housing stvles as much as it is true of science and terrorism, spectacles and constitu-
gons. The dynamics of such indigenization have just bc.frun to be explored systemi-
cally, and much more needs to be done. But it is worth noticing that for the people
of Irian Java, Indonesianization may be more worrisome than Americanization, as
Japanization may be for Koreans, Indianization for Sri Lankans, Vietnamization tor
the Cambodians, and Russianization for the people of Soviet Armenia and the Baltic
republics, Such a list of alternative fears to Americanization could be greatly
cxpanded, but it is not a slmpd ess inventory: for politics of smaller scale, there is
always a fear of culrural absorption by p()lltlts of larger scale, especially those that are
nearby. One man’s imagined community is another man’s polmuzl prison,

This scalar dynamic, which has widespread global manifestations, is also tied to
the relationship between nations and states. For the moment let us note that the
simplification of these many forces (and fears) of homogenization can alsa be
exploited by nation-states in relation to their own minorntes, by posing global com-
moditization {or capitalism, or some other such external enemy) as more real than
the threat of its own hegemonic strategies.

The new global cultural economy has to be seen as a complex, overlapping,
disjunctive order that cannot any longer be understood in terms of existing
center-periphery models {even those that might account for multiple centers and

peripheriesy. Nor is it susceptible to simple models of push and pull (in terms of
migration theory), or of surpluses and deficits (as in traditional models of balance of

or of consumers and producers (as in most neo-Marxist theories of develop-
Fven rhe most complex and flexible theories of global development that
have come out of the Marxist tradition are inadequately quirky and have failed to
wne to terms with what Scott Lash and john Urry have called disorganized capi-
st The complexity of the current global economy has to do with certain funda-
I disfunctures between cconomy, cuiture, and politics that we have only begun

t an elementary framework for exploring such disjunctures is to look
shup among five dimensions of global cultural flows t]nt can be termed
zgz:.,f.. by mediaseapes, () technoscapes, (&) financescapes, and (e) ideoscapes.
-seape allows us to point to the fluid, irregular shapes of these landscapes,
characterize international capital as deeply as they do international cloth-
5 s with the common suffix -seape also indicate that these are not

10118 %zat ook the same from cvery ancrle of vision imt nthcr

ahfelﬁﬂf_ sorts of aators‘ natxonfstates, nulirmamon&ls, dms—
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P4 EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION

is that the global relationship among ethnoscapes, technoscapes, and financescapes is
deeply disjunctive and profoundiy unpredictable because each of these iandscapes is
subject to its own constraints and incentives (some political, some informational, and
some technoenvironmental), at the same time as cach acts as a constraint and a param-
cter for movements in the others. Thus, even an clementary model of global politi-
cal economy must take into account the deeply disjuncrive relationships among
human movement, technological flow, and financial transfers.

Further refracting these disjuncrures (which hardly form a simple, mechanical
global infrastructure in any casc) are what I call medinscapes and ideoscapes, which are
closely related landscapes of images. Mediascapes refer both ro the distribution of the
clectronic capabilities to produce and disseminate information (newspapers, maga-
zines, television stations, and flm-production studios), which are now available to a
growing number of private and public interests throughout the world, and to the
images of the world created by these media. These images involve many complicated
inflections, depending on their mode (documentary or entertainment), their hard-
ware {electronic or preelectronic), their audiences {local, national, or transnational),
and the interests of those who own and control them. What is most important about
these mediascapes is that they provide (especiaily in their television, film, and cassette
forms} large and complex repertoires of images, narratives, and cthnoscapes to
viewers throughout the world, in which the world of commodities and the world of
news and politics are profoundly mixed. What this means is that many audiences
around the world experience the media themselves as a complicated and intercon-
nected repertoire of print, celluloid, electronic screens, and billboards. The lines
between the realistic and the fictional landscapes thev see are blurred, so that the
farther away these audiences are from the direct experiences of metropolitan life, the
more likely they are to construct imagined worlds that are chimerical, acsthetic, even
fantastic objects, particularly if assessed by the criteria of some other perspective, some
other imagined world, [, . .]

Ideoscapes are also concatenations of images, but they are often directly political
and frequently have to do with the ideologies of states and the counterideologies
of movements explicitly oriented to capturing state power or a piece of it. These
ideoscapes are composed of clements of the Enlightenment worldview, which con-
sists of a chain of ideas, terms, and images, including fresdom, welfare, rights, soper-
cignty, vepresentation, and the master term democracy. The master narrative of the
Enlightenment (and its many variants in Britain, France, and the United States) was
constructed with a certain internal logic and presupposed a certain refationship
between reading, representation, and the public sphere. But the diaspora of these
werms and images across the world, especially since the ninereenth century, has loos-
ened the internal coherence that held them rogether in a Euro-American master nar-
ve and provided instead a loosely structured synopticon of politics, in which
20t nation-states, as part of their evolution, have organized their political cul-
s aroand different keywords, [ ]
globally variable svnaesthesia has hardly even been noted, but it demands
analysis. Thus democracy has clearly become a master term, with powerful

Haiti and Poland to the former Soviet Union and China, but it sits at
of a variety of ideoscapes, composed of distinctive pragmatic configura-
translations of other central terms from the vocabulary of the Enlight-
creates ever new terminological kaleidoscopes, as states (and the groups
¢ them} seck to pacify populations whose own ethnoscapes are in
se mediascapes may create severe problems for the ideoscapes with
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EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION

i Bombay’s metropolitan glitz, come to seek their fortunes as cabaret dancers and
5

prosttutes in Bombay, entertaining men in clubs with dance formats derjved wholly

from the prurient dance sequences of Hindi films. These scenes in tura carer to ideas
aboutr Western and foreign women and their looseness, while they provide tawdry
career alibis for these women. Some of these women come from Kerala, where cabaret
clubs and the pornographic film industry have blossomed, partly in response to the
purses and tastes of Keralites returned from the Middle East, where their diasporic
lives away from women distort their very sense of what the relations between men
and women might be. These tragedies of displacement could certainly be replayved
in a more detailed analvsis of the relations between the Japanese and German sex
tours to Thailand and the tragedics of the sex trade in Bangkok, and in other similar
loops that tie together fantasies about the Other, the conveniences and seductions
of rravel, the economics of global trade, and the brutal mability fantasies thatr dom-
inate gender politics in many parts of Asia and the world at large. {.. ]

One important new feature of global cultural politics, tied to the disjunctive rela-
tionships among the various landscapes discussed carlier, is that state and naton are
at cach other’s throats, and the hyphen that links them is now fess an icon of con-
juncrure than an index of disjuncture. This disjunctive relationship between nation
and state has two levels: at the level of Y gIven nation-state, it means that there is
a battle of the imagination, with state and nation secking to cannibalize one another.
Here is the seedbed of brural separatisms — majoritarianisms that seem to have
appeared from nowhere and microidentities that have become political projects within
the nation-state. At another level, this disjunctive relationship is deeply entangled
with various global disjunctures: ideas of nationhood appear to be steadily increas-
ing in scale and reguiarly crossing existing state boundaries, sometimes, as with the
Kurds, because previous identities stretched across vast national spaces or, as with the
Famils in Sri Lanka, the dormant threads of a transnational diaspora have been acti-
vated to igaite the micropolitics of a nation state. [...]

States find themselves pressed to stay open by the forces of media, technology,
and travel that have fueled consumerism throughout the world and have increased
the craving, even in the non-Western world, for new commodities and spectacies. On
the other hand, these Very cravings can become caught up in new ethnoscapes, medi-
ascapes, and, eventually, ideoscapes, such as democracy in China, that the state cannot
tolerate as threats to its own control over ideas of nationhood and peaplehood, States
throughout the world are under siege, especially where contests over the ideoscapes
of democracy are fierce and fundamental, and where there are radical disjunctures
between ideoscapes and technoscapes (as in the case of very small countries that lack
contemporary technologies of production and mformation); or between ideoscapes

| financescapes (as in countries such as Mexico or Brazil, where international
ag influences national politics to a very large degree); or benween ideoscapes
oscapes {as in Beirut, where diasporic, tocal, and translocal filiations are sui-
it battle); or berween ideoscapes and mediascapes (as in many countries in
idle Eastand Asia) where the lifestyles represented on both national and inter-
TV and cinema completely overwhelm and undermine the rhetoric of

5. In the Indian case, the myth of the law-breaking hero has emerged
s naked struggle berween the pieties and realities of Indian politics,
Wit increasingly brutalized and corrupt.
nal movement of the martial arts, particularly through Asia, as medi-
>dand Hong Kong film indusrries is a rich illustration of the
-standing marrial arts traditions, reformulated to meet the fan-
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EXPLAINING GLOBALIZATION

dacrum that only asymptotically approaches the form of a real social agent, and
i1 the sense of a mask for the real seat of agency, which is not the consumer but the
producer and the many forces that constitute production. Global adverusing s the
kev technology for the worldwide dissemination of a plethora of creative and cul-
furaily well-chosen ideas of consumer agency, These images of agency are increas-
ingly distortions of a world of merchandising so subtle that the consumer is
consistenty helped to believe that he or she is an actor, where in fact he or she is at
best a chooser.

The globalization of culture is not the same as its homogenization, but global-
fzation involves the use of a variety of instruments of homogenization ( armaments,
advertising techniques, language hegemonies, and clothing stvles) that are absorbed
o focal political and cultural economies, only to be repatriated as heterogeneous
dialogues of national sovereignty, free enterprise, and fundamentalism in which the
state plavs an increasingly delicate role: too much openness to global flows, and
the nation-state is threatened by revole, as in the China syndrome; too littde, and the
state exits the international stage, as Burma, Albania, and North Korea in various
ways have done. In general, the state has become the arbitrageur of this vepatriation
of difference (in the form of goods, signs, slogans, and stvles). But this repatriation
or export of the designs and commoditics of difference continuously exacerbates the
internal politics of majoritarianism and homogenization, which is most trequently
plaved out in debates over heritage.

Thus the central feature of global culture today is the politics of the mutual effort
of sameness and difference to cannibalize one another and thereby proclaim their
successtul hijacking of the twin Enlightenment ideas of the criumphantly universal
and the resiliently particular. This mutual cannibalization shows its ugly face in
riots, refugee flows, state-sponsored torture, and ethnocide {with or without state
support}. Its brighter side is in the expansion of many individual horizons of hope
and fantasy, in the global spread of oral rehvdration therapy and other low-tech
mstruments of well-being, in the susceptibility even of South Africa to the force of
global opinion, in the inability of the Polish state to repress its own working classes,
and in the growth of a wide range of progressive, transnational alliances. Examples
of both sorts could be multiplied. The critical point is that both sides of the coin of
giobal cultural process today are products of the infinitely varied mutual contest of
sameness and difference on a stage characterized by radical disjuncrares berween dif-
rerent sorts of global flows and the uncertain fandscapes created in and through these
disiuncrures. [. . .]
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