· Answer the question(s) in substantially-studied, well-considered, neatly-organized and grammatically flawless sentences that constitute a couple of, or a few, paragraphs, depending on the scope and structure of the question and requirements that the syllabus specifies. Write clearly and coherently: treat it as a mini-essay. As it is a take-home exam, compositional fineness and citational precision are required. 
· Cite relevant passages clearly from the designated primary text, i.e., any and all of the reading materials listed in the corresponding unit of the class schedule. The more specific, the better. You cannot obtain more than 50% of the full score, if you do not show the evidence of studied reflection, i.e., precisely and insightfully placed citations. A few will suffice. 
· Do not ramble. Try and be as concise as possible, while being informative. Trim all the unnecessary fat, as much as possible; fill the page only with essential and necessary words that are carefully chosen and edited. 

· Do not copy or repeat the question verbatim, partly or wholly: they are not your words, and they are not part of the word count. 
· Do not "pad" the text, with redundant or superficial notes. Page fillers will not be simply ignored but noted negatively.   

Follow all the steps below while answering/writing.  

1. Among the three topics introduced and discussed in class, viz., Affirmative Action, Capital Punishment, and Pornography, choose one topic that most interests you. 

2. Begin by explaining in your words and from own perspective why the topic of your choice merits critical attention: why it is important or is particularly interesting. Of course, the other topics you ended up not choosing would not be less important, either to you or generally. Rather, what you are required to do here simply is to explain the ethical, social, and political significance of the question/debate itself.  

3. After you choose and introduce the topic, and frame the debate, study and cite from all the primary and at least one supplementary reading from the relevant list shown on the class web page. For instance, if you are going to write about capital punishment, you must read both the primary texts, where it says “Read In Advance,” plus at least one more text from the list of “Supplementary Read.” 

4. Then summarize, clearly and concisely, the “pros and cons” as debated in the articles you’ve studied. 

5. After that, argue your own position – upon reflection, you may find yourself more confused to the point of being unable to make a decision or definite/final judgment, which is perfectly fine as long as you can explain clearly why you find it difficult to make up your mind. What matters here is the quality of your deliberation, i.e., what you think or the very fact that you’re thinking, rather than what you end up doing unthinkingly. So do not be afraid of showing the process of your thinking – just make sure that you try and do that systematically. 
