
Re "TIME" in Lao Tzu, Dao De Jing (Book of The Way and its Power) 
http://acc6.its.brooklyn.cuny.edu/~phalsall/texts/taote-v3.html
 
 

 
First line  

 
 

http://www2.kenyon.edu/Depts/Religion/Fac/Adler/Reln270/SYL270.HTM
 
 
 
Chapter 1 
The tao that can be told 
is not the eternal Tao 
The name that can be named 
is not the eternal Name. 
 
The unnamable is the 
eternally real. 
Naming is the origin 
of all particular things. 
 
Free from desire, you realize 
the mystery. 
Caught in desire, you see 
only the manifestations. 
 
Yet mystery and 
manifestations 
arise from the same source. 
This source is called 
darkness. 
 
Darkness within darkness. 
The gateway to all 
understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chapter 21 
The Master keeps her mind 
always at one with the Tao; 
that is what gives her 
radiance. 
 
The Tao is ungraspable. 
How can her mind be at one 
with it? 
Because she doesn't cling to 
ideas. 
 
The Tao is dark and 
unfathomable. 
How can it make her radiant? 
Because she lets it. 
 
Since before time and space 
were, 
the Tao is. 
It is beyond is and is not. 
How do I know this is true? 
I look inside myself and see. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Chapter 29 
Do you want to improve the 
world? 
I don't think it can be done. 
 
The world is sacred. 
It can't be improved. 
If you tamper with it, you'll 
ruin it. 
If you treat it like an object, 
you'll lose it. 
 
There is a time for being 
ahead, 
a time for being behind; 
a time for being in motion, 
a time for being at rest; 
a time for being vigorous, 
a time for being exhausted; 
a time for being safe, 
a time for being in danger. 
 
The Master sees things as 
they are, 
without trying to control 
them. 
She lets them go their own 
way, 
and resides at the center of 
the circle. 
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