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270 WESTERN ENCOUNTERSINDIA

will see the fine distinction between the two statements, viz. that God is Truth and Tru
is God. And I came to that conclusion after a continuous and relentless search afier Tru
which began nearly fifty years ago. 1 then found that the nearest approach to Truth was
through love. But 1 also found that tove has many meanings in the English language at
teast and that human love in the sense of passion could become a degrading thing also.
I found, too. that love in the sense of a/timsa had only a limited number of votaries in the
world. But 1 never found a double meaning in connection with truth and not even the
atheists had demurred fo the necessity or power of truth. But in their passion for discov-
ering truth the atheists have not hesitated to deny the very existence of God—from their
own point of view rightly. And it was because of this reasoning that I saw that rather than
say God is Truth 1 shoutd say Truth is God. 1 recall the name of Charles Bradlaugh who
delighted to call himself an atheist. bat knowing as I do something of him, | would never
regard him as an atheist. I would call him a God-fearing man, though, 1 know, he would
reject the claim. His face would redden if 1 would say, “Mr. Bradlaugh. you are a truth-
fearing man and not a God-fearing man.” 1 would automatically disarm his criticism by
saving that Truth is God. as | have disarmed the criticism of many a young man. Add to
this the difficuity that miflions have taken the name of God and in His name committed
nameless atrocities. Not that scientists very often do not comunit cruelties in the name of
truth. T know how in the name of truth and science inhuman cruelties are perpetrated on
animals when men perform vivisection. There are thus a number of difficulties in the
way, no matter how you describe God. But the human mind is a limited thing. and you
have to labour under limitations when you think of a being or entity who is beyond the
power of man to grasp. And then we have another thing in Hindu philosophy, viz. God
alone is and nothing else exists, and the same truth you find emphasized and exempli-
fied in the Kalema of Istam. There you find it clearly stated-—that God alone is and noth-
ing else exists. In fact the Sanskrit word for Truth is a word which literally means that
which exists—>Sat. For these and several other reasons that I can give you | have come
to the conclusion that the definition—Truth is God-—gives me the greatest satisfaction.
And when you want to find Truth as God the only inevitable means is Love, ¢, non-
violence. and since I belicve that ultimately means and end are convertible terms, 1
should not hesitate to say that God is Love.

“What then is Truth?”

A difficalt question. but I have solved it for myself by saying that it is what the
voice within tells you. How, then, you ask, different people think of different and con-
trary truths? Well, seeing that the human mind works through innumerable media and
that the evolution of the human mind is not the same for all, it follows that what may
be truth for one may be untruth for another, and hence those who have made experi-
ments have come to the conclusion that there are certain coaditions to be observed in
making those experiments. Just as for conducting scientific experiments there is an in-
dispensable scientific course of instruction, in the same way strict preliminary disci-
pline is necessary to gualify a person to make experiments in the spiritual realm.
Everyone should, therefore, realize his limitations before he speuks of his inner voice.
Therefore, we have the belief based upon experience. that those who would make indi-
vidual search after truth as God, must go through several vows. as for Instance, the vow
of truth, the vow of brahmacharya (purity)—for you can not possibly divide your love
for Truth and God with anything else—the vow of non-violence. of poverty and non-
possession. Unless vou impose on yourselves the five vows, you may not embark on the
experiment at all. There are severat other conditions prescribed. but T must not take you
through all of them. Suffice it to say that those who have made these experiments know
that it is not proper for everyone to ¢laim to hear the voice of conscience and it is be-
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272 WESTERN ENCOUNTERS—INDIA

have imbibed through and through the central teaching of the Gita that man is the maker
of his own destiny in the sense that he has freedom of choice as to the manner in which
he uses that freedom. But he is no controller of resuits. The moment he thinks he is, he
comes to griel.—H, 23-3-40, 55.

Man was supposed to be the maker of his own destiny. It is partly true. He can
make his destiny onty in so far as he is allowed by the Great Power which overrides all
our intentions, ail our plans and carries out His own plans.

I call that Great Power not by the name of Aflaf, not by the name of Khuda or
God but by the name of Truth. For me. Truth is God and Truth overrides all our plans.
The whole truth is only embodied within the heart of that Great Power—Truth. T was
taught from my early days to regard Truth as unapproachable—something that you can-
not reach. A great Englishman taught me to believe that God is unknowable. He 13
knowable to the extent that our limited intellect allows.——F, 20-4-47. L3

B: ON ACTION

HatreD Can NEVER YIELD GOOD

Brute foree has been the ruling factor in the world for thousands of years, and mankind
has been reaping its bitter harvest all along, as he who runs may read. There is little
hope of anything good coming out of it in the future. Tf light can come cut of darkness,
then alone can Jove emerge from hatred —SA, 289.

It is my firm conviction that nothing enduring can be built upon violence —Y/,
15-11-28, 381,

NON-VIOLENCE

Non-violence implies as complete self-purification as is humaniy possible.

Man for man the strength of non-violence is in exact proportion to the ability, not
the wiil, of the non-violent person to inflict vioience.

Non-violence is without exception superior to violence, i.e., the power at the dis-
posal of a non-violent person is always greater than he would have if he was viclent.

There is no such thing as defeat in non-violence. The end of violence is surest defeat.

The ultimate end of non-vickence is surest victory if such a term may be used of
non-violence. In reality where there is no sense of defeat, there is no sense of victory.—
H, 12-10-35, 276

The only condition of a successful use of this force is a recognition of the exis-
tence of the soul as apart from the body and its permanent nature. And this recognition
must amount to a living faith and not mere intellectual grasp.— Nat, 166.

CONSEQUENCES OF NON-VIOLENCE

Q. Is Jove or non-violence compatible with possession or exploitation in any shape or form?
A. Love and exclusive possession can never go together—MR, 1935, 412,
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274 WESTERN ENCOUNTERS— [NDHA

Passive resistance is a method of securing rights by personal suffering: it is the
reverse of resistance by arms. When I refuse to do a thing that is repugnant to my con-
science, | use soul-force. For instance, the Government of the day has passed a law
which is applicable to me. I do not like it. If by using violence i force the Government
to repeal the law, [ am employing what may be termed body-force. I T do not obey
the law and accept the penalty for its breach, T use soul-force. It invelves sacrifice of
self.

Everybody admits that sacrifice of self is infinitely superior to saerifice of others.
Moreover. if this kind of force is used in a cause that is unjust, only the person using it
suffers. He does not make others suffer for his mistakes. Men have before now done
many things which were subsequently found to have been wrong. No man can claim
that he is absotutely in the right or that a particular thing s wrong because he thinks so.
but it is wrong for him so long as that is his deliberate judgment. ft is therefore meet.
that he should not do that which he knows to be wrong, and suffer the consequence
whatever it may be. This is the key to the use of soul-force —/HR, 43.

The method of passive resistance adopted to combat the mischief is the clearest
and safest. because. if the cause is not true, it is the resisters, and they alone, who
suffer—NAT, 305,

That is the way of sarvagraha or the way of non-resistance to evil. It 1s the asep-
tic method in which the physician allows the poison to work itsell out by setting in mo-
tion all the natural forces and letting them have full play-—H, 9-7-38. 173.

I accept the interpretation of ahimsa, pamely. that it 1s not merely a negative state
of harmlessness but it is a positive state of love, of doing good even to the evil-doer. But
it does not mean helping the evil-doer to continue the wrong or tolerating it by passive
acquiescence. On the contrary, love, the active state of ahimsa, reguires you to resist the
wrongdoer hy dissociating yoursell from him even though it may offend him or injure
him physically.—¥7, 25-8-20.

Tn its negative form, it (ahimsa) means not injuring any living being whether by
body or mind. It may not, therefore, hurt the person of any wrongdoer or bear any ili-
will to him and so cause him mental suffering. The statement does not cover suffering
caused to the wrongdoer by natural acts of mine which do not proceed from iil-will. It.
therefore, does not prevent me from withdrawing from his presence a child whom he,
we shall imagine. is about to strike. Indeed, the proper practice of aliimsea reguires me
to withdraw the intended victim from the wrongdoer. if [ am in any way the guardian
of such a child. It was therefore most proper for the passive resisters of South Africa to
have resisted the evil that the Union Government sought o do to them. They bore no
ill-wiil to it. They showed this by helping the Government whenever it needed their
help. “Their resistance consisted of disobedience of the orders of the Government even
to the extent of suffering death at their hands” Ahisma reguires deliberate self-
suffering. not a deliberate injury of the supposed wrongdoer~-NAT, 346 (from MR,
Oct, 1916).

If a man abused him. it would never do for kim to returs the abuse. An evil re-
turned by another evil only succeeded in multiplying it. instead of leading to its reduc-
ton, It was a universal law that violence would never be quenched by superior violence
but could only be quenched by non-violence or non-resistance. But the true meaning of
non-resistance had often been misunderstood or even distorted. It never implicd that a
non-violent man should bend before the violence of an aggressor. While not returning
the latter’s violence by violence. he should refuse to submit to the latter’s ilegitimate
demand even to the point of death. That was the true meaning of non-resistance,—
H. 30-3-47. 85.
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276 WESTERN ENCOUNTERS - [NDIA

I may put it down as a self-evident proposition that the destre to kill is in inverse pro-
portion to the desire to die. And history is replete with instances of men who by dying
with courage and compassion on their lips converted the hearts of thelr viclent oppo-
nents.— V7, 23-1-30-27.

Non-violence and cowardice go ill together. T can imagine a fully armed man to
be at heart a coward. Possession of arms umplies an element of fear, i not cowardice.
But true non-violence is an impossibility without the possession of unadulterated fear-
lessness.—H, 15-7-39. 201.

TRUE AND FALSE NON-VIOLENCE

Non-violence 1o be a potent force must begin with the mind. Non-violence of the mere
body without the co-operation of the mind is non-violence of the weak or the cowardly,
and has therefore no potency. H we bear malice and hatred in our bosoms and pretend
not 1o retaliate. it must recoil upon us and lead to our destruction, For abstention from
mere bodily violence not to be injurious. it is at least necessary not to entertain hatred
if we cannot generate active love.

All the songs and speeches betokening hatred must be taboo,—¥1, 2-4-31. 58.

The mysterious effect of non-violence is not o be measured by its visible effect.
But we dare not rest content so fong as the poison of hatred is allowed to permeate so-
ciety. This struggle is a stupendous effort at conversion. We aim at nothing less than the
conversion of the English. Tt can never be done by harbouring ili-will and still pretend-
ing ta lollow non-violence. Let those therefore who want w follow the path of non-
violence and vet harbour ill-will retrace their steps and repent of the wrong they have
done 1o themselves and the country.—¥Y1, 2-4+-31. 58,

I we are unmanty today, we are 0. not because we do not know how (o strike.
but because we fear to die. He is no follower of Mahavira, the apostle of Jainism, or of
Buddha or of the Vedas who. being afraid (o dic. takes flight before any danger. real or
imaginary. all the while wishing that somebody else would remove the danger by de-
stroying the person causing it. He is no follower of ahimsa who does not care a straw
if he Kilis a man by inches by deceiving him in trade. or who would protect by force of
arms a few cows and make away with the buicher or who, in order to do a supposed
2o0d 10 his country. does not mind Killing off a few officials. All these are actuated by
hatred. cowardice and fear, Here the ove of the cow or the couniry is a vague thing in-
tended to satisfy one’s vanity or soothe a stinging conscicnee.

Ahimsa, truly undersiood. s in my Iumble opinion a panacea for all evils mun-
dane and extra-mundane. We can never overdo it Just at present we are not doing it at
all, Ahimsa does not displace the practice of other virtues, but renders their practice im-
peratively necessary before it can be practised even in its rudiments. Mahavira and
Buddha were soldiers. and so was Tolstoy. Only. they saw deeper and truer into their
profession and found the secret of a true. happy. honourable and godly life. Let us be
joint-sharers with these teachers. and this land of ours will once maore be the abode of
gods.—NAT. 348,

VIOLENCE, RATHER THAN COWARDICE

I do believe that. where there is only a choice between cowardice and viclence, 1 would

advise violence. T would rather have India resort to arms in order to defend her honour
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