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The world as a labyrinth
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Itis Monday. It is almost the end of Easter and
the city is so desolate. No, it is not a city but a
solitary place. All night | have been drawing
waves. Pondering over this and that, | try to collect
my thoughts only to keep my focus blurred. | saw
a light of creation yet to be born. The light is soon
to fall on this locus solus. Like the spring.

— From the Artist’s Sketchbook



Foreword Jong-gwan Park
Chairperson, Arts Council Korea

Since the opening of the Korean Pavilion—The 26th
Independent National Pavilion—in Giardini, Venice, in 1995,
the Arts Council Korea (ARKO) has held 13 art exhibitions
and unveiled the works of 13 curators and 35 artists to the
world. We have endured a year of waiting due to the
prolonged COVID-19 pandemic. At this year’s Venice
Biennale, ARKO proudly presents to you Gyre, the work of
Yunchul Kim curated by Young-chul Lee.

Gyre unfolds under the three themes of The Swollen Suns,
The Path of Gods, and The Great Outdoors. Inspired by
literature, mythology, and the cosmos, Yunchul Kim
illustrates a world where matter, space, time, and events
coexist, and his work here showcases his interdisciplinary
research into science, technology, and philosophy.

We invite you to come explore the artistic world of Yunchul
Kim that encompasses energy, matter, life, and the universe,
presented through the six installations that stage a vibrant
vortex of fluids, transparent spiral tubes filled with seawater,
and huge knots composed of tens of thousands of screws.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Yunchul
Kim and Young-chul Lee along with all the members of the
staff who have dedicated their time and efforts to this
exhibition. My sincere gratitude also goes to Hyundai Motor
Company, Korea Institute for Advanced Study, Barakat
Contemporary, Korean Air, FH Feelux, and Hwayo for their
sponsorship and support this year.
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The Swollen Suns Yunchul Kim

Today, the solitary sun has lost its intensity, though still
swelling. The knot of heat, with the dust of light melted to
an absolute degree of purity, with its seemingly perpetual
explosions and implosions, has begun to unravel. Now,
the earth, the ocean, the air, all living beings along with
everything about to become itself, the machines, and the
dreams that remain uninterrupted, all inflate their own
boundaries.

The hours getting worn out by fading tides. The void spiralling
up beyond the field of vision. There is the sun as motive
soul, anima motrix, and the sun as life force, vis motrix.
And this swollen sun here. Like a tree or person standing
on the ground, like a burning light of a candle, eternity
vanishes and splendour scatters like a bell ringing.

The universe that “shelters” (2%%4; universe under one
roof ) all that comes through various vectorial spaces,
micro and macro, here and now, and the body. The heat
that circulates through the bodies of these souls distantly
lost, dissipates against gravity like a Siberian Shaman'’s
smoke that goes up with its ashes falling to the ground.

What is drawing forth all this? Where does it arrive and
where is it headed? Seemingly indifferent to all this
sacredness, awesomeness, and inauspiciousness, the sun
quickens the seasons’ arrivals and runs the climate
constantly. Yet the ancient priest who sacrifices the blood
of ayoung virgin, a homo sacer, in exchange for the utopian
sun of tomorrow is still waiting for the sun while shielding it.

12

A mock sun, also called a sun dog or parhelion, shows
itself when that sun shines through ice crystals floating

in the air. Like the three suns seemingly connected to one
another, our thoughts access the phenomenal world by
processing multifaceted images that come about through
prismatic refraction. Sun of speculation, sun of symbolism,
sun of metaphor, sun of pataphor; the sun swells and
swells and so becomes a universe, a body, a written word,
a split second filed with the bell at dawn, a knot that will
eventually come undone. Now, that knot is trying to entangle
with the world while spinning and orbiting around the
fluctuating horizon of dispositional eventuality, of things

in their own movements. This constant fluctuation figures
into the so-called concept split into its substance (gg)
called water and functions (2H) called waves, adding time
to a palette of paint suffocated by ethics and parched by
aesthetics, inserting parentheses and hyphens between
nature and culture, adding depth to man and woman,
adding back the missing distance between this world and
a utopia. Then, the countless ice pellets become countless
suns, all knottily entangled, and rise once again to a new
dimension. With respect (Z#&) to themselves.
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| try to imagine an artificial sun. First, apply heat at 1,000
degrees to a mineral heavily saturated with water. As the
moisture expanded, it created internal fractures and broke
the stone. Now, collect the small fragments and keep them
soaked in water as many days as needed to ensure the
exchange of ions. The minerals, no longer able to stay firm,
turned into powder. Now, subject it to strong fire once, then
to small whirlpools of water, once, and to sonic waves, again
once. The powder broke down further into smaller pieces
and dispersed, as if dissolving in water. Eventually, the
molecules getting lined up in mirror symmetry turned into
agents of optical activity carrying artificial material
properties that would transform heat and pressure into an
array of light and colour. Akin to “Active matter—like active
Senses” (titige Materie—wie tétige Sinne)' once seen by the
poet Novalis, such new material manifestation stimulates
new sensations and such new material character refreshes
cognition. Through such chemical and physical changes
that enter our spiritual and sensory apparatus through an
intra-active feedback loop emerging in the process, matter
comes to form not just objects but material reality.

| call this “mattereality.” Gaston Bachelard characterises

it as “laminated reality” while pondering on such
“metachemical” interactions and changes as materials
entering their own historical orbits like a tree becoming
one with its own rings. Quite similarly, mattereal fluctuations
occur through printed matter. Like the priest Athanasius
Kircher’s daily morning prayer or, say, A to Z simply read out
in that human alphabetical order, those future words and

sentences waiting in line are an entelechy passed onto God.

1 Novalis, Notes for a Romantic Encyclopedia. Das allgemeine Brouillon, trans. By David W. Wood,

New York: State University of New York Press 2007, p. 176

2 Gaston Bachelard, The Philosophy of No: A Philosophy of the New Scientific Mind,
La philosophie du non. trans. By G. C. Waterston, New York: Orion Press, 1968.
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A mineral dormant in the deep dark continent of eternity
has become an agent of chromatic luminosity. Like gravity,
even in a small beaker, every nidana (1 91E#; RH;
interdependent co-arising), every affect reaches every
corner, every blind spot of ours. In a flash, the laboratory
beaker becomes “the great outdoors” and the mineral
pockets light like a dust of sun that has just arrived from
afar through the dark void.
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Now, let that solution create its own climate. Insert into the
liquid a brass tube with heat flowing. The solution starts
moving up and down repeatedly in spirals like the earth’s
atmosphere interacting with other lively earthly particles.
Let's apply more heat to the brass tube. The spiral motions
caused by the convection gradually organise themselves
into a current, particular to the material that generates a
band-like boundary between the turbulent flow and the
laminar flow. Using a strong artificial light, let's apply
cross-polarisation to illuminate the solution. Like the ice
crystals expressing their mock solarity, the dissolved mineral
powder became active matter (&2:&4#), a light switch that
filters the wavelengths of light. Heat, pressure, and all the
forces therein entangle, causing colour fluctuations.

Through its own density and viscosity, this active matter
gets connected to a wavelength modulator, a convection
regulator, and a microcomputer software. It has now
turned into transitive matter, a hybrid material where the
natural and the artificial become one. Once a mineral
deposit buried deep underground, once in contact with
ocean ion, hot air, and high-frequency sound waves, it has
morphed into a material that filters light splendidly. Like
the oceanic atmosphere of a primordial soup, the small
glass container gets rattled so readily, and there rises an
artificial sun, it seems. After all those hours of hard work,
mineral powder became solar dust kept moist in a laboratory
tube that bears the date and data.
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Swollen Suns 2011 Yunchul Kim

Yet still

on the wings

there grows at once

the fall and redemption.

Das Ende

The end of the world,

Amorph

Metamorph.

To the North Pole

with the moon in the right hand, the sun left
Goonandon

like a perennial plant

of four sudden stages

in the life cycle

of its endless own

with no beginning either

where aruin ties a knot with running
towards a deep sea or an open sky
wherever unblockable

in a dimension

not

space

then

of unending monadic reproduction and resolution

and one MODE

and SHIFT

dust

swollen sun

ice fog

all such present in the air
carved by the flap of wings
like deep sea creatures
asleep since the beginning of deep time
like some dream

one never wakes up from
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Gyre Curatorial Team for the Korean Pavilion

La Biennale di Venezia
59th International Art Exhibition

Gyre. Amidst the turbulence of endless openings and
implosions, energy draws itself towards the centre of the
oceanic void. These spiralling ends amass all contiguous
material with a force as strong as its centre, generating a
vortex that expands unceasingly. Eventually, the knot of the
gyre comes undone and new vortices arise. At this blurred,
swollen boundary where a spiral ends and another begins,
there is motion in stillness and stillness in motion.

Consider the world as a labyrinth. The planets in the solar
system orbit the galaxy in their own spirals, while auroras
emerge radiantly with bursts of solar wind. Overflowing
waves, scattering dusts, and the convection currents of the
Earth's mantle are all vortices, large and small, and they
accompany myriad fragments of light passing through the
trees that become witnesses to slow swirls at the edge of
the sea. Such cosmic connections and circulations occur
everywhere at every scale beyond our comprehension
and those countless knots that gyrate constantly become
things—things thinging again in a worlding world.

In Gyre, Yunchul Kim imagines the Korean Pavilion as a
sprawling body of entanglements: an embodiment of the
“placelessness” of things. Nameless objects and intricate
materials intertwine with cosmic events as viewers
encounter intimate tangles of a flarelike whirl of fluids and
seawater flowing down through the microtubes around
giant knots. In such pataphysical contact zones, what really
matters is mattereality in flux, not materiality framed.

As our senses, bodies, meanings, materials, non-materials,
machines, non-humans, events, and the outer world are

in ceaseless intra-action, their (other)worldly potentials
emerge and transcend the boundaries of their cultural and
social values as well, all flowing into their own emerging
horizons.
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Floor Plan

24

1 La Poussiére de Soleils
(The Dust of Suns)
2022,260x150x100cm
LPDS solution, acrylic, motor,
microcontroller

2 ChromaV
2022,235x800%x225cm
Chromatic Kinetic installation,
acrylic, aluminium, polymer,
LED, motor, microcontroller

3 Flare
2014,165x110x110cm,
Flare Solution, motor,
microcontroller,
double-jacketed reactor

4 Impulse
2018,230x200x200cm
Non-pulsating pump, solenoid
valve, microcontroller, acrylic,
aluminium

5 Argos —the Swollen Suns
Muon particle detector
2022,390x250%x200cm,
Geiger-Miiller tube, glass,
aluminium, microcontroller
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