The Qur’an

· The Qur’an is a Message from Allah to humanity, which was transmitted from the Almighty himself to the angel Gabriel to the Prophet Muhammad in the early seventeenth century. It took approximately 23 years to get the entire message. The original language is Arabic and any other translation is not proper for an Islam to read from. Only the original form should be read. Allah in fact has promised to protect the Qur’an from being changed, and so you can read the same Qur’an that was given to Muhammad. 

· There are two legs that hold up the Islam faith: the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The primary difference is found in their forms. The Qur’an is straight from the mouth of Allah. The Sunnah is inspired from Allah but the words and actions are of prophets. 

· It is composed of 114 suras or chapters. These chapters are arranged in order of descending length because their original order is not known. The early Meccan suras focus on personal issues and speak more directly to the individual than the other suras. The later Meccan suras trace the origins and history of the prophets, including biblical prophets from Adam to Muhammad. 

· It has some things in common with Christianity and Judaism. All three teach monotheism- god has total power and knowledge. 

· It accepts Jesus as a prophet but does not believe he is the son of god. 

· Focuses on the last judgment, the resurrection, and heaven and hell. 

· Should not be read from start to finish like a normal book can, because each chapter focuses on a different topic and to fully understand and enjoy what it is teaching you, you need to spend time on each section. 

· As a whole the Qur’an has no real format to it and does not tell stories in a linear fashion so it is hard to follow. This is why it is best to just pick a section that is speaking to what is going on in your life at that moment. 

