Theocritus:

· During the Hellenistic Age literature did not exist on its own, most writers took ideas from the Hellenic Age and tried to turn them into their own pieces of work. Essentially they were just lazy and did not want to have to think about things for themselves, so the easiest way to get around that is to just copy someone else’s idea. If they did not copy someone’s ideas they turned to Aristotle and went in the direction of literary criticisms. 

· A literary style came from this period known as Alexandrianism and was different from other forms in their knowledge of the details in Greek mythology and history, their understanding of literary figures and references, and the way they mastered the Greek language. Alexandrianism affected local literary styles and later influenced Roman culture. 
· The cosmopolitan Hellenistic world the attention was focused on scientific essays and biographies. These writers wrote to please the people, but few could achieve this for more than just their life time. 

· Theocritus is one of the men that achieved success after he died. He is unlike most writers from this period because he created two literary forms called: pastoral and idyll. Pastoral- looks at the lives of shepherds in the wild and became popular because of the transition many had to do from the countryside to the city. These types of poems reminded them of their old lives. Idyll- this is how Theocitus was known. These are small portraits into the lives of people during the Hellenistic Age. Many focused on love and jealousy or other similar human traits. 
· Idyll 14 – also known as “Aeschines and Thyonichus” offers a glimpse into the daily life of someone in Hellenistic Egypt. This is the meeting of two old friends and the current situations they are in. Thyonichus is a solider for King Ptolemy II and Aeschines is recovering from his heart being broken. Because of his broken heart he has let himself go and looks rough. 
