Class notes: 10/04 The Odyssey by Homer

· Odysseus is tying to get from Troy back home. 

· Greeks have won the Trojan War, and almost everyone was killed

· Odysseus was a small lord, but survives the war and becomes greater. He is the carrier of information connecting the present and the past. 

· Homer invented telling stories through the flashbacks as seen in book 9. Odysseus has a flashback of crashing on the island with the Cyclops. 

· When he returns home he is disguised as a beggar so no one could kill him. He could never compete with the suitors, so he had to use his brain to win the heart of Penelope. 

· Greek culture is very complex as to biblical culture which is very linear. 

· Iliad and Odyssey are opposing views of the same event. 

· Stories of Sirens – passing by a shipwreck they heard the songs of the Island women who were physically beautiful, but they were not truly beautiful so they ended up dieing. Also Odysseus tells his crew members to plug their ears so that they could not hear the songs. Then he asked them to tie him to the mast of the ship so that he could enjoy the songs without being affected by them.
· Femme fatal – women who are so beautiful and powerful they are deadly. 

· Book 19 – Odysseus has come back home dressed as a beggar and goes up to talk to Penelope telling her that Odysseus is alive. Penelope is intrigued that this beggar knows so much about her husband and wishes to talk to him more. Between conversations the nurse is washing Odysseus’s feet and finds a scare on his foot from where he was bitten by a wild boar. From this she knows that the beggar is none other than Odysseus. To stop the nurse from announcing it he grabs her by the throat and tells her to not say a word. While Penelope was patiently waiting on Odysseus’s return there were many suitors that wanted to win her hand in marriage. She was smart though and came up with a scheme to keep the suitors away. She was a weaver and told them that as soon as she finished her project she would talk to the suitors. Well during the day she weaved, and then at night she would unweave what she had done that day and start all over the next day, so that she would never be done with her project. 
