Pre-History and Near Eastern [1/2]: 

Egyptian Culture and a Quest for Eternity
 

· Timeline [WH 14, approx. 3000 BC - 500]
 

· Key Background 
· Theocracy and Pharaoh

· Monotheism; Polytheism

· Ra: Sun-God (vs. Osiris; Thoth): solar calendar (vs. Lunar)

· Promise of immortality

· Sunrise vs. Sunset: East vs. West

· Pyramid; Mummy; Funeral Rites

· Formal
 Structure of Fine Arts

· Akhenaten (1367 – 1353 BC, New Kingdom)

· Later influence on: Judaic and Islam Monotheism

· Hieroglyph and Laws

· Pictogram; ideogram; phonogram [cf. WH 7] 

· Culture vs. Civilization

· the role of writing as a legal/formal device: inscription

· The Nile River (cf. Euphrates and Tigris) – a “cradle” of civilization

Pre-History and Near Eastern [2/2]: 

Mesopotamian Culture and Epic Imagination
 

· Timeline [WH 7, approx. 3000 - 1600 BC]
 

· Key Background 
· Mesopotamia: “land between two rivers”
· The Code of Hammurabi and the pragmatic logic of lex talionis

· Instantiations of, and amendments to, the common law: 282 

· Integrated rule of law: Social, moral and religious

· Imposition: “Tablets” & Inscription/Imposition/Impression 

· Polytheistic/anthropomorphic/pantheistic Justice and Judgment

· cf. theocracy in Egyptian and Hebraic Cultures

· The divine origin/violence/democracy of the written law

Cuneiform
 and Laws 
· Water: Euphrates and Tigris (cf. the Nile) as a “cradle” of civilization

· Agricultural and Mythopoetical
 Significance

· The theme of “crossing the river” – the thin line between life and death
� [WH 12-27]; [R 21-4]


� See map [WH 6]: Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt 


� Cf. Egyptian Paintings and Sculptures


� [WH 17]: link between Psalm 104 and Hymn to Aten


� Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontents (LC Lib � HYPERLINK "http://libros.lagrange.edu/uhtbin/cgisirsi/3KWpEJhPd9/265210023/19/BF173+.F682+1962/LAGRANGE|NO|LC" �BF173 .F682 1962�): 


“Why do our relatives, the animals, not exhibit any such cultural struggle? We do not know. […] What means does civilization employ in order to inhibit the aggressiveness which opposes it, to make it harmless, to get rid of it, perhaps?” [Civilization and Its Discontents, VII] � HYPERLINK "http://www.wadsworth.com/psychology_d/templates/student_resources/0155060678_rathus/ps/ps14.html" ��http://www.wadsworth.com/psychology_d/templates/student_resources/0155060678_rathus/ps/ps14.html�





� [WH 4-12]; [R 5-12]


� See map [WH 6]: Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt 


� [R 1-5]


� “Written on clay tablets, and then baked hard in a kiln” � HYPERLINK "http://www.upenn.edu/museum/Games/cuneiform.html" ��http://www.upenn.edu/museum/Games/cuneiform.html�


�[R 12-13]: “The Story of the Flood” is comparable to the Biblical story of Noah. 








