Reading: The Dispute of a Man With His Soul (ca. 2050 – 1800 BC, middle kingdom)
· Genre: 

· “Wisdom Literature” and Fragments 

· Didactic; allegory

· Conclusion? Closure? Reconciliation? 

· Composition/Style: Repetition and Dialogue

· Internal, dialectical self-dialogue between ba and a man

· Ka – ba - akh

· Religious dialogue: “I–You” Structure of Spiritual Battle

· Archetypal Self-dialogue
· Recurrence (cf. temporality of everyday, solar movement)

· Context: “Tomb book”; ironic placement of the material  

· Theme: Human Existence, Transcendence and Immortality

· Tone/Mood
· Resigned
· Skeptical
· Melancholic

· Pessimistic – or rather, Optimistic? 

