· Reading: selections from Homer’s Iliad (circa 8th century BC)

Homer: the blind poet, a bard, “the hostage” to Muses [WH 41]: young and old

Genre: Epic [WH 42-3]
; war poem (the Trojan War); mix of facts and fictions 

Composition/Style: Recuperation of the Present (via narrative Memory)/ Descriptive Vividness

Archetypal Characters: Achilles, Agamemnon, Hector; Athena and Helen  
Context: Retrospective and Collective Solidification of the Greek Memories

Theme: Human Existence, Areté, Political Rivalry/Strife, Friendship and Immortality

Tone: ambitious, feisty and melancholic (esp. towards the end) at once

� See also previous note: Mystical Origin/Foundation of Historical Narratives


� Again, how does this compare to the similar themes in “Dispute” [W02-1] or “the Epic of Gilgamesh [W02-2]”?





