Aristotle on Sophoclean Tragedy: 

“The Most Perfect Drama Ever Written”    

· Aristotle the philosopher [WH 70-1] 

· A disciple of Plato and the teacher of Alexander the Great

· Empirical Method: observation, classification and comparison

· Revision/Rejection of Platonic Dualism

· Metaphysics: beyond-the physical
· on “potentiality” as opposed to “ideal” or “real”

· on the first cause: the mover that itself does not move

· moderate Ethics and middle class Politics
· Aristotle the literary critic [Poetics, R 89-95]

· Systematization of Genres 
· Poetry includes: the Epic, Tragedy and Comedy

· Literary Conventions and Rules of composition

· Six Components of Tragedy [R 90, definition]: 

· representation of action and agents: “acting” 

1. Plot (the narrative ordering of incidents)

2. Character: should be [R93, “the characters of tragedy”] 

i. Good

ii. Appropriate (to their genus: manly, womanly, etc.) 

iii. Mimetic (lifelike)

iv. Consistent 

3. Diction (words that accompany actions)

4. Thought (moral lessons)

5. Spectacle (cause of catharsis**)

6. Chorus (song)

· **Catharsis: http://www.iep.utm.edu/a/aris-poe.htm: Emotional Release

· (Tragic) fear

· (Tragic) pity

· (Tragic) wonder

