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Formation of the Roman Empire: 

Order, Violence and Domination

Class Materil: DVD DG209 .R655 1999 (parts to be screened in class)

Chapter on: The Rise of Rome
Rome [videorecording] : power & glory / producer, director, writer, Graham Townsley [1st & 6th work], Lynn Dougherty [2nd & 4th work], Neil Barrett [3rd & 5th work] ; produced by Alexandria Productions, Inc. for TLC, Coyote, Peter.

Key Points/Words:

(NB: You must be able to explain the following key points and
identify the key figures – who they are and how they are related.)

· Timeline [735 BC – AD 249, WH 114; 109-115]

· The Administrative Unification of Europe by the Roman Empire

· Engineering and Urban Planning

· Model for the Constitution of the United States of America

· The Estrucans: the genealogical origin of the Roman culture and people

· From present day Tuscany

· Liberal and artistic lifestyle; contrasted with that of the primitive Romans

· The founding Legend and Violence: Romulus and Remus, the twin brothers 




Romulus and Remus, nursed by the Capitoline Wolf Statue in Rome

· Emperor Augustus

· Lucretia (the ideal woman of Rome)

· Brutus the warrior
· Res Publicas: Public Affairs (( Republic); balance of political power
Roman Empire and the Cults: 

Of Order, Dionysus and Christianity

Class Materil: DVD DG209 .R655 1999 (parts to be screened in class)

Chapter on: “The Cult of Order”


Rome [videorecording] : power & glory / producer, director, writer, Graham Townsley [1st & 6th work], Lynn Dougherty [2nd & 4th work], Neil Barrett [3rd & 5th work] ; produced by Alexandria Productions, Inc. for TLC, Coyote, Peter.

Key Points/Words:

(NB: You must be able to explain the following key points and
identify the key figures – who they are and how they are related.)

· The Cult of Order, Dionysus and Christianity: Points & Questions 

· [Rationality and Brutality] The instrumental or mathematical logos, the ability to manage and engineer, of the Romans went hand in hand with their thirst for and celebration of brutality: In what way did the two become inseparable?  

· [Glory and Shadow of Power; Virtues and Vices] How did the “cults” arise in the shadows of material wealth and civilization? 

· [Hellenic Legacy] The Roman’s rejuvenation of the Greek tragedy or spectacle in the form of resuscitation of the Dionysian rituals is a case in point.

· [Hebraic Legacy] Rise of Christianity from the underground; the oppressed, ridiculed and persecuted ( later Christianity turns into the dominant culture and religion of Roman society. 

· the Administrative Unification of the Roman Empire 

· [Conformity and/vs. Diversity] How does an empire ensure both conformity and diversity within it, necessary for both the maintenance and the expansion of imperial power. 

· [Structural Parallel with the American “Empire”] The Roman constitution and government system as the model for the Constitution of the USA

· Multiculturalism and ideal of ethical and religious tolerance

· Land of immigration

· Global concentration of money and power

· Civic liberty 

· Figures to note: Cincinnatus (the “temporary dictator”) and Marcus Aurelius

Roman Synthesis and Syncretism:  

Blending and Ordering in Religion, Literature, Philosophy and Law

· Religion of Imperial Rome [WH,117] and its Syncretism: 

<<Mix of Hellenic, Hebraic and Egyptian>>
· Hellenic: Greek Gods and Goddesses and their Roman Counterpart 

· Aphrodite (gk): Venus

· Apollo (gk): Apollo

· Athena (gk): Minerva  

· Diana (gk): Artemis

· Hermes (gk): Mercury

· Zeus (gk): Jupiter

· Cf. Odysseus (gk): Ulysses

· Hebraic: Pre-Christian Rome 

· Egyptian: Worship of the Emperor – the emperor cult

· Literature: Grandeur and Glory [WH,117-122]

<<Latin Trans., and Masculine/Didactic Imitation, of Greek Literature>>
· Cicero: trans. of Greek lit and oratorical style into Latin/something Roman.  

· Horace: Patriotic themes and style; developed satire (cf. Satyr in Gk tragedy) 

· Virgil: Aeneid – rewriting/telling the Trojan war, Iliad and Odyssey through the perspective of his hero, Aeneid

· Ovid: Art of Love and Metamorphoses (Distinctively different from the above)

· Philosophy: Epicureanism and Stoicism [WH,122]

<<Rejection of Platonic Metaphysics and Adoption of Ethical Thoughts>>
· Epicureanism: maximum pleasure = minimal lack of pain

· Cf. Distant from the worldly affairs, hence, deemed impractical and even useless 

· Stoicism: Duty-oriented military ideals and moralism; technology of discipline

· Seneca, Letters on Morality
· Epictetus, Discourse and Handbook
· Aurelius, Meditations
· Law: Natural Law [WH,123]

<<Pragmatic Legalistic Rationality; 
linked to the philosophy behind the American Declaration of Independence>> 

· Notion of justice founded on ideals of fairness; neither human nor divine 

· Civil law and the institution of Jurisprudence 

Aurelius’s Meditations and Stoical Ethics: 

“At dawn, when you have trouble getting out of bed,

tell yourself: “I have to go to work—as a human being” [Bk5].”

· Marcus Aurelius (121-180), The Emperor, the Man of Action and Reflection

· A role model: an example of Plato’s “Philosopher-King” of the Ideal State

· Mature: composed Meditations towards the later years of his life (170s)

· Meditations: a concrete practical** guide to, rather than a logical or hypothetical speculation on, ethical well-being and self-management 

· Meant to be addressed, literally, “to himself” (the original title) 

· Guiding question: How to live – what is a good life?
· Content: the importance of virtue, duty and brotherhood

· Manliness, rationality, fortitude and self-discipline

· Building ethical character and refining ethical behaviours 

· Tone: confident about man’s control of others as well as oneself

· Style: a fragmented catalogue of desirable actions rather than a coherent argument for what makes a behaviour good. 

· NB: Contrasted with Greek Stoics or Epicureans (who “argue”)

· cf. The act of writing (keeping diary) was part of his self-discipline

· Importance of reminding oneself, regularly, of the rules.    

** “Whatever this is that I am, it is flesh and a little spirit and an intelligence. Throw away your books; stop letting yourself be distracted.” [Book 2, R 137]
· Examples: Meditations [excerpts: R 132-8]

<< Take note of their key points – your own summary>> 

· Bk1:7: [Rusticus]: “not to be sidetracked by my interest in rhetoric”

· Bk1:8: [Apollonius]: “not to pay attention to anything, […] except for logos”

· Bk1:9: [Sextus]: on kindness and natural authority

· Bk1:11: [Fronto]: “peculiar ruthlessness often shown by people from ‘good families’”

· Bk1:16: [My adopted father]: in praise of his stoical qualities 

· Bk1:17: [The Gods]: “but thanks to the gods, […] I escaped the test.”

· Bk2:1: social life: “Throw away your books; stop letting yourself be distracted.” 

· Bk2:2: diligence: “At dawn, when you have trouble getting out of bed, tell yourself […]”

· Bk6:16: praiseworthy things and deeds

· Bk10:1: self-dialogue: “To my soul”

· Bk12:3: freedom: “If you can cut yourself—your mind—free of what other people do/say,”  
