Roman Conversion To Christianity: 

Book VIII, St. Augustine’s Confessions [R 165-9]  

· Timeline [AD 284-476: WH 169-74; 186-9] 
· Key Historical Background: Formation of Christian Rome  
· 395: Proclamation of Christianity as the Official State Religion 
· 303: Diocletian’s “Great Persecution” of Christian Believers

· 324: Constantine’s institution of the Eastern Christian Capital, Constantinople* 

· *Later turning into the “Greek Orthodox Church”

· Blending of Christian Beliefs with Classical (or Greek) Humanism 

· 476: Fall of the Western Roman Empire
· Cultural survival in the early Medieval Europe

· 476-1453: Flourishing of The Eastern Roman Empire
· The “Byzantine” Empire formed around Constantinople* (present day Turkey)
· 1054: a permanent split between Western Christianity (Latin-speaking) and the Eastern Orthodox Church (Greek-speaking, influenced by Judaism and Islam) over the issue of the submission of the patriarch of Constantinople to the Roman Church.  

· Plurality of Christian Beliefs [WH 173; WH 186-9]

· Arianism: A belief, considered heretic and upheld by the Teutonic tribes, that   

Jesus’ nature is similar to, but not the same as or identical with, God’s. 

· Cf. as opposed to “Semitism” (The Judaic notion of the “Chosen People”)

· Cf. a political distortion and misuse of it by Nazi Arianism: rhetorical racialisation  
· Ascetism/Monasticism: Either Hermetic or Communal: “Desert Thinkers” and          scholars in Egypt and the Byzantine Empire

· Christian stoicism: moral rigor, self-denial and communal brotherhood

· Reading: Book VIII [R 165-9; WH 175-7] of St. Augustine (354-430), Confessions 
http://www.ccel.org/a/augustine/confessions/confessions.html [Useful Synopsis of the Book]

http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/twayne/aug1.html [Useful biography of “Augustine the African”]

· The Bishop of Hippo, North Africa. 

· Confessions 

· [Theology] Rejecting free will and compensatory work; believing in Original Sin and God’s grace
· [Philosophy] Neo-Platonic: a search for ultimate truth; a meditation on earthly and mortal time. 

· [Literature] Autobiographical account of his dramatic conversion written in a dialogic style. 

· Book VIII: Conversion to Christianity ( NB: Read ALL THE PAGES. Below are merely three examples.

· [Questioning or Questions to, God] “Lord, will you never be content? Must we always taste your vengeance? Forget the long record of our sins. For I felt that I was still the captive of my sins, and in my misery I kept crying “How long shall I go on saying “tomorrow, tomorrow”? Why not now? Why not make an end of my ugly sins at this moment?” [R 168]

· [Voice of the Child] “Take it and read, take it and read” [R 168]

· [“Return of the prodigal son” story] “Then we went in and told my mother, who was overjoyed. (…) And you turned her sadness into rejoicing, into joy far fuller than her dearest wish” [R 168-9] 
