
Take Home Mid-term Exam Guidelines 
(8-10 pgs, Word-processed, Double-spaced)

Topic: Choose only One of the Following  

<<Cf. See also: Writing Philosophy Paper: Guidelines on the Class web>>

· You cannot get an A-level grade, no matter how original or interesting your thoughts are, unless your paper contains concrete evidence of textual studies such as well-incorporated quotations and concrete analysis of passages in question: a summary of what we discussed and learned in class is far from sufficient – it is merely a starting point for your own research. The purpose of this essay exam is to test your ability to synthesize what you have learned, and to produce knowledge out of bits of information. 

· The best and most reliable way to write an academically solid piece is to engage, specifically and closely, with your required reading material. READ the textbook, PLEASE, quote relevant passages and explain the meaning(s) of the citation by relating them to the key question you are exploring. You cannot simply state your unsupported opinions: that is NOT academic writing.   

· Use of secondary literature is not required, but recommended: limit your sources to three (they could be articles, books, websites, etc. – any combination.) and clearly reference the sources in the main body and at the back of the paper. 

1. In what sense is philosophy, conceived in broad, cross-cultural and trans-historical terms, different from mythology and science? What is the unique space philosophy takes up in human intellectual life? What special insights, if any, does philosophical thinking generate? Explore that question in some detail by using, and creatively incorporating into your essay, living examples of all or at least a few of ancient philosophers discussed so far: Socrates, Parmenides, Heraclitus, Plato, Lao Tzu, the Buddha, Aristotle, Augustine, the Stoics, etc. You are also encouraged to quote from contemporary philosophers introduced in that context, e.g., Merleau-Ponty. 

2. Discuss and contextualize Plato’s theory of knowledge and form, namely, “recollection”: (1) explain in detail what that is and why Plato thinks that way, and (2) also provide the background explanation of the intellectual historical context in which his thought arose such as, just to give one example, the ontological debate between Parmenides and Heraclitus on the nature of logos: how does Platonic notion of knowledge do justice to both being and becoming?   

3. Survey different senses or conceptions of time developed in Ancient Greek and Medieval Philosophies
; and show how all those different or similar models of understanding time bear relevance to the universal human experience of time, namely, mortality or existential finitude. (A braver, and intellectually challenging, independent student is encouraged to use her or his philosophical findings further to explore the following set of questions: do people all live in different times? Or Is time, after all, one and the same thing? How does philosophy understand a historical time? “Here and now” – is it a mere “illusion”? Look for exemplary answers in ancient texts.)    

� Plus IF you wish, Eastern philosophies, too – optional, so you will not be penalized for not including them, but if you do incorporate them into your argument and do well, you will get an extra point for displaying the immeasurable width and depth of your wisdom.





