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19 DEBATING GLOBALIZATION

and commerce. Caught between Babel and Disnevland, the planet is falling precipi-
“Ously apart and coming refuctantly rogether at the very same moment.
Some stunned observers notice only Babel, complaining about the thousand newly
sundered “peoples” who prefer to address rtheir neighbors with sniper rifles and
mortars; others — zealots in Disneyland - seize on futurological platitudes and the
promise of virtuality, excliming “It’s a small world after all!” Both are right, but
how can that be?
We are compelled to choose between what passes as “the twilight of sovereignry™
and an entropic end of all history; or a return to the past’s most tractious and de-
moralizing discord; to “the menace of global anarchy,” to Milton’s capital of heli
Pandaemonium; to a world totally “out of control.”
The apparent truth, which speaks to the paradox at the core of this book, is that
the rendencies of both Jihad and McWorld are at work, both visible sometimes
in the same country at the very same instant. Iranian zealots keep one ear tuned
to the mullahs urging holv war and the other cocked to Rupert Murdoch’s Star
television beaming in Dynasty, Donabue, and The Stmpsons from hovering satellives,
Chinese entreprencurs vie for the attention of party cadres in Beijing and simulta-
neously pursue KFC franchises in cities like Nanjing, Hangzhou, and Xian where
twenty-eight outlets serve over 100,000 customers a day. The Russian Orthodox
church, even as it struggles to renew the ancient taith, has entered a joint venture
with California businessmen to bottle and sell natural waters under the rubric
Saint Springs Water Company. Serbian assassing wear Adidas sneakers and listen to
Madonna on Walkman headphones as they take aim through their gunscopes at
scurrving Sarajevo civilians looking to fill family watercans. Orthodox Hasids and
brooding neo-Nazis have both turned to rock music to get their traditional messages
out to the new generation, while fundamentalists plot virtual conspiracies on the
Internet. :
Now neither Jilad nor McWorld is in itself novel. History ending in the triumph
of science and reason or some monstrous perversion thereof {Mary Shelley’s Doctor
Frankenstein) has been the keitmotiv of every philosopher and poet who has regret-
ted the Age of Reason since the Enlightenment. Yeats lamented “the center will not
hold, mere anarchy s loosed upon the world,” and observers of Jihad today have
lirtle but historical detail to add. The Christian parable of the Fall and of the possi-
oilities of redemption that it makes possible captures the eighteenth-century ambiva-
lence —and our own - about past and tuture. I want, however, to do more than dress
ap the central paradox of human historv in modern clothes. It is not Jihad and
MeWorld but the relationship between them that most interests me. For, squeezed
Setween their opposing forces, the world has been sent spinning out of control. Can
it be that what Jihad and McWorld have in common is anarchy: the absence of
ommon will and that conscious and collective human control under the guidance
aw we call democracy?
Progress moves in steps that sometimes lurch backwards; in history’s twisting
2¢. Jihad not only revolts against but abets McWorld, while McWorld not only
rils but re-creates and reinforces Jihad. They produce their contraries and reed
another. My object here then is not simply to offer sequenual portraits of
<World and Jihad, but while examining McWorld, to keep Jihad in my field of

o, and while dissecting Jihad, never to forger the context of McWorld. Call ir a

T of McWorld: a study in the cunning of reason that does honor to the radical
terences that distnguish Jihad and McWorld vet that acknowledges their power-
ful and paradoxical interdependence.
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32 DEBATING GLOBALIZATION

in the wmule of the confrontation between global commerce and parochial
ethaiaty, the virtues of the democratic nation are lost and the instrumentalities by
which it permitted peoples to transform themselves into nations and seize sovereign
power in the name of liberty and the commonweal are put ar risk. Neither Jihad nor
McWorld aspires to resecure the civie virtues undermined by its denationalizing prac-
tices; neither global markets nor blood communities service public goods or pursue
equality and justice. Impartial judiciaries and deliberative assemblies play no role in
the roving killer bands that speak on behalf of newly liberated “peoples,” and such
democratic mstitutions have at best only marginal influence on the roving multina-
tional corporations that speak on behalf of newly liberated markets. Jihad pursues a
bloody palitics of identity, McWorld a bloodless cconomics of profit. Belonging by
default to McWorld, everyone is a consumer; secking a repository for identity, every-
one belongs to some wibe. But no one is a citizen. Without citizens, how can there
be democracy? {. ]

Jibad is, | recognize, a strong term. In its mildest form, it betokens religious
struggle on behalt of faith, a kind of Islanic zeal. In its strongest political manifes-
tation, it means bloody holy war on behalf of partisant identity that is metaphysically
defined and fanartically defended. Thus, while for many Muslims it may signify only
ardor in the name of a religion thar can properly be regarded as universalizing (if
not quite ecumenical), T borrow s meaning from those militants who make the
slaughter of the “other” a higher duty. T use the term in its militant construction
to suggest dogmaric and violent particularism of a kind known to Christians no
less than Muslims, to Germans and Hindis as well as to Arabs, The phenomena to
which Tapply the phrase have innocent enough beginnings: identiey politics and mul-
ticulteral diversity can represent strategies of a free society tryving to give expression
to its diversity. What ends as Jihad may begin as a simple search for a local identity,
some set of common personal attributes w0 hold out against the numbing and
ncutering uniformities of industrial modernization and the colonizing culture of
McWorld,

America is often taken as the model for this kind of benign multiculturalism,
although we too have our critics like Arthur Schlesinger, Ir., for whom multicultur-
alism 1s never benign and for whom it signals the inavgural logic of a long-term dis-
integraton. Indeed, I will have occasion to write about an “American Jihad” being
waged by the radical Right. The startling fact is that less than 10 percent (about
cwenty) of the modern world’s states are truly homogeneous and thus, like Deamark
ar the Netherlands, can’t get smaller unless they fracture into tribes or clans, In only
halt is there a single ethnic group that comprises even 75 percent of the population.
As 1n the United States, multicultaralism is the rule, homogencity the exception.
Nations like Japan or Spain that appear to the ourside world as integral turn out to
narkably multicoleural. And even if tanguage alone, the nation’s essential
2. is made the condition for self~determination, a count of the number of lan-

» pluralist ideals: civic ideologies and constitutional faiths around which
clans and tribes can rafly. It has not been too difficult to contrive a civil
r Americans or French or Swiss, since these “peoples™ actually contain
s of subnational factions and ethnic tibes earnestly secking common
or Basques and Normans? What need have they for anything but blood
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34 DEBATING GLOBALIZATION

the number-two spot by the Colonel’s Kentucky Fried Chicken, In France, where
cuitural purists complain bitterly of a looming Sixi¢me République (“la République
Amencaine”), the government attacks “franglais™ even as it funds EuroDisney park
just outside of Paris. In the same spirit, the cinema industry makes war on American
film imports while it bestows upon Sylvester Stallone one of France’s highest honers,
the Chevalier des arts et lettres. Ambivalence also stalks India. Just outside of Bombay,
cheek by jowl with villages still immersed in poverty and notorious for the informal
execution of unwanted female babies or, even, wives, can be found a new rown known
as SCEEPZ — the Santa Cruz Electronic Export Processing Zone — where Hindi-,
Tamil-, and Mahratti-speaking computer programmers write software for Swissair,
AT&T, and other labor-cost-conscious multinationals. India is thus at once a major
exemplar of ancient ethnic and religious tensions and “an emerging power in the
wternational software industry.” To go to work at SCEEPZ, says an employee, is
“like crossing an international border.”™ Not into another country, but into the virtual
nowhere-land of McWorld.

More dramatic even than in India, is the strange interplay of Jihad and McWorld
in the remnants of Yugostavia. In an affecting New Republic report, Slavenka Drakulic
told the brief tragic love story of Admira and Bosko, two voung star-crossed lovers
from Sarajevo: “They were born in the late 1960s,” she writes. “They watched Spiel-
berg movies; they listened to Iggy Pop; they read John le Carré; they went to a disco
cvery Saturday night and fantasized about traveling to Paris or London.” Longing
for safety, it scems they finally negotiated with all sides for safe passage, and readied
their departure from Sarajevo. Before they could cross the magical border that sep-
arates their impoverished lane from the seeming sanctuary of McWorld, Jihad caught
up to them. Their bodies lay along the riverbank, riddied with bullets from anony-
mous snipers for whom safe passage signaled an invitation to target practice. The
murdered young lovers, as befits émigrés to McWorld, were clothed in jeans and
sneakers. 50 too, one imagines, were their murderers.

Further cast, tourists seeking a picce of old Russia that does not take them too far
from MTV can find traditional Matryoshka nesting dolls (that fit one inside the other)
featuring the nontraditional visages of (from fargest to smallest) Bruce Springsteen,
Madonna, Bov George, Dave Stewart, and Annje Lennox.

In Russia, in India, in Bosnia, in Japan, and in France too, modern history then
leans both ways: toward the meretricious inevitability of McWorld, but also into
Jihad’s stiff winds, heaving to and fro and giving heart both to the Panglossians
and the Pandoras, sometimes for the very same reasons. The Panglossians bank on
EuroDisney and Microsoft, while the Pandoras await nihilism and a world in Pan-
daemonium. Yet McWorld and Jilad do not really force a choice between such polar-
ized scenarios. Together, they are likely to produce some stifling amalgam of the two
suspended in chaos. Antithetical in every detail, Jihad and McWorld nonetheless con-
spire to undermine our hard-won (if ealy half-won) civil liberties and the possibility
of a global democratic future. In the short run the forces of Tihad, noisicr and more
obviously nihilistic than those of McWorld, are likely to dominate the near future,
ctching small stories of local tragedy and regional genocide on the face of our dmes
and creating a climate of instability marked by multimicrowars inimical to global inte-
gration. But in the long run, the forces of McWorld are the forces underlying the
slow certain thrust of Western civilization and as such may be unstoppable. fithad’s
microwars will hold the headlines well into the next century, making predictions of
the end of history look terminally dumb. But McWorld’s homogenization is likely to
establish @ macropeace that favors the triumph of commerce and its markets and to
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