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Two stories were presented in class today.  First we have Virgil selection from the Aeneid.


Significance of the Aeneid:

You have two main characters that are faced against one another.  

Venus (Goddess of Love) vs. Jupiter(Goddess of Matriarchy)  

Venus bore to Dardanian Anchises. Their child is Aeneas.  Aeneas is King of Troy and has been sent out in exile for 7 years.  Aeneas, along with other comrades of the king, were out at sea and ran into a storm.  Aeneas and a few of his comrades get thrown to the shores of Carthage, ruled by the queen Dido.  Aeneas task is to conquer Hesperia, (Latin word for Italy) and regain the power of Rome.  Aeneas and his comrades are purposefully thwarted to Carthage by Jupiter, who was the original Italian sky-god, and also known as the Goddess of Matriarchy.  Dido accepts the soldiers into Carthage.  Dido eventually falls in love with Aeneas causing the initial conflict in book 1.   For one night Venus sends her son Cupid to act as Aeneas, Dido falls in love, and is set up for her eventual demise.  Aeneas and Dido’s relationship last for a period of time, but his true mission was Hesperia, and Aeneas departure causes Cupid to commit suicide.

Key Point

-Venus, Goddess of Love is more beautiful than Jupiter, Goddess of Matriarchy-Marriage.  Initial hate for one another is responsible for the conflicts throughout the Aeneid.

The second story was by Ovid, Metamorphoses
Ovid tone is a little Cynical
Two Main Characters are Daphne and Apollo

Apollo doubts Cupid and Cupid puts an arrow of love through Apollo and another arrow that puts love to flight through Daphne.  Apollo chases Daphne everywhere and finally she begs her father god of the waters of Peneus, to turn into a tree.  She turns into a tree and Apollo loves even still a tree.  Shows how Apollo objectifies Daphne.
