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Theocritus’ Idylls

In the beginning of class we reviewed over the “4 ways of living,” cynicism, skepticism, Epicureanism, and stoicism. Everyone has their own ways and theories of how to make them self happy. I don’t believe there is a happy medium; you can’t find happiness in just one of these ways. Happiness is not fixed. What makes me happy will not make you happy and vice versa. I think to commit to one of these ideals you must truly know yourself and most people don’t.

We talked about Theocritus who was basically the first journalist. He wrote about common, everyday life. He wrote pastoral poems, meaning that of the life of a farmer, rural and nature. His most popular work was Idylls, a compilation of stories about everyday life. Idylls 14 was a casual conversation between two friends about love and jealousy. The story is very approachable for the general public which is what made them popular.
