Humanities II

Dr. Kyoo Lee, Manget 205 (phone 8198), klee@lagrange.edu
1st Response Essay: (Choose Only One)
On either Leonardo da Vinci or Diego Velázquez 
Title:  
Leonardo da Vinci and the Human Universe: 

[Your own Sub-title: Make Sure you provide.]

OR
Velázquez’s Las Meninas and the Baroque Gaze: 
   [Your own Sub-title: Make Sure you provide.]

[What to Write About: Essay Topics]
· re da Vinci: Your essay is to be a studied and well-connected answer to all of the following:   

· What is the Renaissance Spirit? And what are the key characteristics of the Renaissance? 
· What qualities of Leonardo da Vinci do make him a quintessential Renaissance man? 

· How does Leonardo da Vinci combine Art, Science and Philosophy? Provide and analyse specific, incisive and detailed examples; not general and vague points. All three elements must be shown. 
(NB: READ and USE the assigned reading material: this is where your essay is expected to stand out as an A-quality paper or to fall into the category of unlaboured, sloppy work that deserves no more than point 6 which is equivalent to B- and below.) 
· In what sense do we still live in the world of da Vincian dream? That is, what or where are the legacies of the Renaissance? 
· re Las Meninas: Your essay is to be a studied and well-connected answer to all of the following:   
· What are the characteristics of Baroque paintings? And how is Baroque style similar to and different from the Renaissance style of artistic production? 
· What qualities of Velázquez do make him a quintessential Baroque painter? 

· Focusing on the question of the gaze, explain in what sense one can say Las Meninas is a theatre of consciousness: why would one say this work itself is a series of questions? That is, what are the deep, codified questions about art, power, subjectivity and representation this painting is raising? Try to analyse as many as you can think of, and as systematically as you can.
(NB: READ and USE the assigned reading material: this is where your essay is expected to stand out as an A-quality paper or to fall into the category of unlaboured, sloppy work that deserves no more than point 6 which is equivalent to B- and below.) 

· In what sense do we still live in the world of Velázquezian confusion?        
[What to Read/Consult: These are the required readings.] 
NB: All the Hum II Paper I Reading Materials are also available on a CD (pdf files). (on Hold, Library) 
· re da Vinci: all of the following: 
· Your own class notes; class material @ http://www.kyoolee.net/humanities-ii-schedule.html
· John Berger (1991), Ways of Seeing, London: BBC, London; New York, NY : Penguin Books, [1991], c1972, Chapter 1: “Ways of Seeing” N7430.5 .W39 1991 (on Hold, Library)
· Morris Kline (1953), Mathematics in Western Culture, NY: Oxford University Press, Chapter 10: “Painting and Perspective” QA21 .K52 (on Hold, Library)
· Robert Williams (2004), Art Theory: An Historical Introduction, Malden, MA: Blackwell, Chapter 2: “The Early Modern Period” N5300 .W647 2004 (on Hold, Library)
· re Las Meninas: all of the following:
· Your own class notes; class material @ http://www.kyoolee.net/humanities-ii-schedule.html
· John Berger (1991), Ways of Seeing, London: BBC, London; New York, NY : Penguin Books, [1991], c1972, Chapter 1: “Ways of Seeing” N7430.5 .W39 1991 (on Hold, Library)
· Michel Foucault (1973, trans.), The Order of Things: an Archaeology of Human Sciences, New York: Vintage Books, Chapter 1: “Las Meninas” (on Hold, Library)
[This article, a fine example of “reading” images, is a slightly demanding but hugely rewarding, advanced College-level text. A bonus point will be given for your effort and intelligent outcome.] 
[How to Write]  
1. [at least 1-2 page long, Introduction] Start your essay by providing the reader with some minimal background information, correlating to the topic or focus of your essay.  
2. [3-5 page long, Main Body] While moving into the heart of your essay, based on your study so far, try and seamlessly build into your text what other quotable scholars have already said in print regarding what you have to say – this virtual dialogue is essential in academic writings. It is advisable to use pre-organised, well-organised notes before attempting to write and eventually rewrite this part: a mere jumble of notes or thoughts does NOT deserve academic readership or a reasonably good grade. 
3. [1 or 2 paragraph long, Conclusion] Tie your thoughts and show a (syn)thesis, of which the reader is to be reminded conclusively. Elegantly, open up your thoughts to other possible challenges or further development, as well as showing you have done all you claimed you would do at the start of your essay.   

[Other Instructions] 
· Length: Five pages (minimum) to seven pages (maximum), Double-spaced. 
· Use of Citations and Secondary sources: 

· Style: MLA or Chicago; whichever style you adopt, be consistent. Respect this formality of academic writing. It is a crucial part of your writing lesson and training. 
· Scope: You are encouraged to use any other references deemed relevant, but strongly discouraged from relying too much on external sources (e.g., copy and paste patchwork).  
· Web-citation: provide the URL address.   

· Evaluation Criteria: see the evaluation rubric (cf. the syllabus) 
· Be creative by all means, but be so in addition to being faithful to the instructions; your originality has to be expressed within the formalized parameters of requirements. 
· You cannot get an A-level grade (point 8.7-9.9) on this assignment, however brilliant your thoughts are, or however long your essay is, 

· Without fulfilling all the criteria concerning the use of secondary sources;    

· Without following the regulations and requirements concerning citations.   

· Warning: a violation of honour code is a violation: “know your code.”     
· Deadline: extremely firm; one grade point reduction per day missed. 
