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II. Power over/of people

Tues. 9/27/05- Subjective Formation of Power

Questions to Answer:


-What is political authority?


-How does one achieve political authority over others?


-What is the significance of political authority?

W. Phillips Shively, Power and Choice:


Pg 9: “It is interesting to look at the surprising universality of the use of power to determine common decisions for groups of people.  People around the world vary remarkably little in physical strength and intelligence; they are also more or less equal in their basic talents.  Yet millions of them will fear and obey another person whose intrinsic capacities are little superior to theirs.


It is understandable that this should be so within families because of the weakness and inexperience of children.  The adult members of a family are stronger than the children, and it is perhaps natural that they should be able to control them.  However, it is astounding that large numbers of adults will grant this sort of control over their own actions to a military officer, a member of congress, a dictator, or a religious leader.”

Miller: 

“We are all creatures of the state”


Meaning that we, the majority, obey the rules, and work for the state, and are 
products of the state.
Political authority combines authority proper with forced compliance


-legitimacy


-order

Hobbes Social Contract, Leviathan, 1651


State of Nature


“… and life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short”


-we must have order and government control over the citizens of the state, or 
chaos will occur


-Hobbes said that if there were no political authority over the state there would be 
no industry, no culture, no navigation or means to travel, no instruments of 
moving, no knowledge of the Earth, no account of time, no arts, no letters, and no 
society

-we need political authority because it gives us the security that allows us to trust other people, and in a climate of trust people are able to cooperate to produce all those benefits that Hobbes listed as signally lacking in the ‘natural condition’

Why we need/want political authority?

Hobbes- we choose to belong to the state because it is preferable to the state of nature

John Locke- we all accept benefits from the state and our acceptance can be treated as a form of consent

More recently, political philosophers, have claimed that when we take part in elections we agree to comply with the government that emerges and the laws that it enacts

Foucault:

-The term power designates relationships between “partners”

Nietzsche:

“Society has never regarded virtue as anything but a means to strength, power, and order”


-politics (the art of enduring tremendous tension between differing degrees of 
power)

-The effect of prohibition or keeping order- causes fear, sense of authority in others

Divisions of those who seek power

(1) those who want power for the sake of happiness: political parties

(2) those who want power for the sake of happiness even though the disadvantages and sacrifices that are made to reach this goal: the ambitious

(3) those who want power merely because it would fall into the wrong hands elsewhere

Zinn:

Zinn in his article describes the injustices that are took place in Mississippi during the civil rights movement


-he says that sometimes is takes the most ugly of notions to reveal the truth 
(where there is no tension there is no truth)  i.e. the nation using Miss. As a mirror 
to look at and see the fallacy of democracy taking place


-he says a reason that these injustices have taken place because the subconscious 
division of people, rather than the uniting of a unified citizenry, and this allows 
for the government and authorities to not be disrupted or challenged


-“If we keep rubbing away at the traditional lines that divide us, we may yet build 
a body of citizens in America powerful enough to make democracy work”
Zinn is stating that if citizens are able to be mere sheep then this gives authority to the powerful, by not asking the tough questions of our representatives, we are creating a form of injustice against democracy.  But if citizens unite as one then democracy could become a true tool for the people.  There must be opposition whether for a cause or simply for the sake of holding those in power responsible.

Conclusion:

Hopefully I have been able to convey what is political authority? How does one achieve political authority over others? And what is the significance of political authority?  If there are any questions…

