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The Communist Manifesto

· 1st published in 1848 for the Communist League

· Goal: Not to convert you to communism but to help you explore Marx’s writings from his point of view.
· Marx: Played 2 roles 1. He was a critic of capitalism 






 2. He was an advocate of   






socialism. However he spent most 





of his time on the study of 






capitalist systems.

· The organization for which this document was written was underground (illegal)

· Engel was a close collaborator- he was the better stylist. Marx was the powerful thinker of the two.

· Marx defined Socialism as the most comprehensive term: Communism however was an advanced stage of Socialism. Socialism would prepare the way by naturalizing the “means of production” (factories, farms, mines, transportation, etc.) and putting them under the control of those he viewed as the sole producers of wealth: the workers. 
· Marx viewed political equality and freedom as incomplete (or even industry) without economic equality. 

· Marx believes that when all nations develop socialist economics than they can begin to develop into an international communist society.
· Vision of communism is very similar to that of anarchism, which was a stateless society in which the central government had “withered away.” 

· Marx believes that people need a long period of time where they are a socialist economy to recondition them away from the self-orientation produced by capitalism and then move them towards communism. 

· Marx believed that it was impossible to jump from socialism to communism. 
· Paradigm Shift- people’s values have changed radically in the past and he implies that there views can be changed again radically in the future. 
· Marx is in favor of using elections as an organizing tool.
· Marx commented that he believed only two industrialized nations were democratic institutions so firmly entrenched that a transition to socialism would be peacefully achieved: the Netherlands and the Untied States.  Communism could be built in only highly industrialized countries. 
· The Manifesto is meant to achieve only two major goals: 1. to convert the proletarians and their allies to Marx’s version of socialism (there were many other and some where more influential than his) 2.to put the ruling class on notice as to the revolutionaries’ intentions.

