Dana Longino

Class Notes for September 13, 2005

Idealistic

Politics= The Art of                       .


Compromise, power/argument, the powerful, negotiation, the privileged

Bismarck said in the mid 19th century that Politics is the art of the possible.

Art can mean skill, creative, individual, imaginative, artistry- finesse

Bismarck may say the art of the possible because at the time he was trying to encourage a change from an agrarian culture to an industrialized country, he is also trying to unite Germany and have them compete with other countries. 

Realistic

Galbraith said in the early 20th century that Politics is not the art of the possible rather it consists in choosing between the disastrous and the unpalatable.  

Galbraith may be so negative because of the times World War I and the Great Depression. 

The idea that politics is about risk or gambling falls somewhere between the idealistic view of Bismarck and the Realistic view of Galbraith. 

The first documentation of Political Philosophy is The Art of War by Sun Tzu because it describes the techniques of war.  

* “The movement of the Mind” (Adorno)

This was written after the Holocaust. 

The ideas in your mind cause action in your body. For example the Pilgrims on the Mayflower they had the idea of freedom and that is why they left.  

The differences between Political Philosophy and Political Science:

	Political Philosophy:
	Political Science:

	Set of ideas about authority & government
	Statistics

	Origins of ideas
	Facts

	Specific
	General

	Why do people act a certain way?
	Result of actions

	Ex. Ideas behind the forms of government 
	Ex. Forms of government (democracy, autocracy, etc.)


Ideology-idee-eidos (form of mind)

Ideology= idea + logic

Political Philosophy you create and reflect

Bourgeois Tautology:

“Business is Business” (not adding anything to the explanation)

