Dana’s Presentation of the Social Contract Theory

Socrates Agreement:

Socrates Agreement can be found in Crito.  Socrates shows his overwhelming obligation to obey the laws because they have made his life and his existence possible.  Laws made it possible for his mother and father to marry and him to be born a legitimate child.  Socrates feels that citizens obligate themselves to obey the laws and if they do not accept the laws of the city they should move because being a citizen of a city means you agree to the way it is run and to the laws.  

Robert Filmer:


Filmer says that a king’s authority was invested by God so citizens are obligated to obey the laws for religious reasons.  Disobeying the laws would be disobeying God.  

Thomas Hobbes:


Hobbes says that men are naturally equal, rational and self interested.  He says they will choose to submit to authority of a Sovereign in order to be able to live in a civil society, which is conducive to their self-interest.  He presents the State of Nature, which is a brutal society where everyone fears being killed and there is unavoidable war.  In order to escape the State of Nature they create a civil society.  In the civil society people are willing to pursue peace if others are as well likewise people will pursue war if others do not pursue peace.  In order to establish a civil society people must renounce rights they had against one another in the state of nature, and there must be an authority and power to enforce the contract.  

John Locke:


Locke’s social contract theory agrees with Hobbes but includes that citizens have the right to revolt against their king.  He influenced many Democratic revolts especially Thomas Jefferson and the founders of the United States.  Locke’s state of nature he believed was the natural condition of mankind.  People were able to conduct ones life as one sees fit, free of interference of others.  People were free to pursue their own interests and plans.  He differs with Hobbes saying that the state of nature is not a state of war.  Locke says that one acquires private property by working the land.  He concluded that America did not belong to the natives because they didn’t utilize the land.  He presents the law of nature, which says that one is not allowed to take more then one can use thereby not leaving enough for others.  Locke says that political society is when individual men representing their families come together in the state of nature and agree to give up executive power and hand power over to the government, and then agree to the will of the majority.  

Rousseau:


Rousseau says that the invention of property constitutes humanities fall from grace.  Rousseau suggests that government is established through a contract of the people to ensure equality and protection for all.  He says, “Man is born free and everywhere in chains.”  He asks how can we be free and live together? The answer he suggests is that by submitting our individual will to a collective or general will created through agreements with other free and equal persons society can be free and still live together.  

John Rawls:

Rawls presents A Theory of Justice, which assumes that everyone is in the same situation and that everyone is equally rational.  He presents two principles of justice.  The first is that everyone is entitled to as much basic liberty as possible as long as everyone is granted the same liberties.  The second is that social and economic inequalities can be just if they are available to everyone equally.  

David Gauthier:


Gauthier says that rationality alone convinces people to cooperate a Sovereign force is not necessary in his opinion.  He also presents the Prisoners Dilemma.  

The Sexual Contract:


The sexual contract states that while the social contract is among equals the sexual contract is not.  It is an agreement by men to dominate and control women.  


The Nature of the Liberal Individual



The Nature of the liberal individual says that “economic man” is concerned first and foremost to maximize his own individually considered interests and he enters into contracts as a means by which to achieve this end.  


Race Conscious Argument



The Race conscious argument says that not all races are equal.  White men are considered full persons according to the racial contract while other races are not.  

