· THEOCRITUS was a Hellenistic poet who was born either at Kos or Syracuse 
· This is believe because he refers to Polyphemus, the cyclops in the Odyssey, as his 'countryman
· Most of his life was spent at Alexandria, in the court of Ptolemy Philadelphus, and in Sicily, from whence he takes the scene and language of his poems

· He pioneered two new literary forms during this time. The pastoral and the idyll

· His works consist almost entirely of idylls; "little pictures" of pastoral life thrown into dramatic form

· An idyll is a short poem, descriptive of rustic life, written in the style of  short pastoral poems 
· This pastoral genre is a literary work in which the shepherd's life is presented in a conventionalized manner. In this convention the purity and simplicity of shepherd life is contrasted with the corruption and artificiality of the court or the city.
· Theocritus was the last poet to write in the Dorian dialect he chose this way instead.
· The history of the pastoral poetry begins with him, and in him the form seems to have reached its height. His poetic style is finished and at times artificial, but he makes his characters feel alive
· Theocritus made the rustic framework the chief attraction. The characters who presented the drama of the poems were occasionally only the poet himself and his friends in disguise

· Of 30 surviving idylls the best is perhaps idyll 14 “aeschines and thyonichus’

· This shows a rare glimpse of daily life in Hellenistic Egypt

· Written in the form of a conversation it is the meeting between 2 old friends

· Aeschines is bursting with gossip about his love affair with young cynisca

· Thyonichus advises him though to forget his troubles with the ladies and to join the army

· He could become a mercenary soldeier for King Ptolemy

· This idyll provides a windown into the egypts greek community

· The phrase ‘seen a wolf’ is a greek folklore phrase which is in this piece

· It means has the cat got your tongue

