Today in class we discussed how to prepare for each class previous to coming by checking the website and reading at least the minimal material in order to be prepared for class discussion.  Then we began discussing Gilgamesh based on the 3 main objective questions listed on the website.  The following is an outline of the basic points covered in class in note format of what was discussed in relation to the questions and plot of the story:
· A coming of age story (compare to Cinderella), perspectives/focus makes a difference of how you perceive the story, look at it as an archetypal coming.
· Coming of Age- adventure, transitional period of life




-shows how protagonist will face problems of life




-protagonist becomes more mature through the experience

· Epic- story with glorified heroic deeds, adventure of a protagonist over a large timeline

· Gilgamesh- 1st literature/epic story, builds the great city of Uruk


The basic overview: Gilgamesh has fight with Ishtar (woman), he wins (1st ch.)





Enkidu dies and is survived by Gilgamesh (2nd ch.)





Story of the flood (3rd ch.)—relates to Noah’s Ark

· Enkandu- brother of Gilgamesh, dies for Gilgamesh, the ultimate sacrifice
· Ishtar- woman, goddess of love, she likes Gilgamesh kills all her previous loves for him, but Gilgamesh doesn’t give into her seduction by categorizing her past lovers.  She asks her father to kill him, but Gilgamesh’s friend instead was killed instead.
· 2nd story- Gilgamesh is distressed and realizes he will not live forever, wants eternity, meets Utnapishtim (god of eternity)

· 3rd story- Flood symbolizes rejuvenation, Gilgamesh becomes king of Uruk (1st kingdom of human history, today’s Iraq)

· Every nation needs the mythos of “founding fathers” or “heroes” who have stories and glorify past, heroes set good examples, heroes must achieve something.

· Gilgamesh “sees everything”- meaning experienced, lived it, becomes immortality through recording the story, establishes an archetype

· Friends of the Hero- usually have to die for the sake of the hero

· Definition of friendship- exchange of good deeds, anticipation of mourning death brings us to realize the true importance of the friends.

There were no presentations today.

