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I. Grading Rubric, Dept of Religion and Philosophy, LaGrange College

	
	A/A- [Excellent]
	B+/B [Good]

	Thesis
	crystal clear, persuasive, insightful, original
	understandable or promising, yet rather unclear or unoriginal

	Structure
	evident, solid and smooth, appropriate to the topic/thesis
	largely identifiable despite a few orphaned sentences or paragraphs

	Use of Evidence
	present when required, seamlessly & creatively integrated into topic and supportive sentences, and accurately documented – cf. MLA or Chicago 
	Occasionally insufficient, inaccurate or inappropriate, yet largely reasonable 

	Analysis
	interpretative labor of thinking, fresh, incisive, to the point
	mini-theses broadly supported despite occasional loss of focus

	Logical Steps
	mini-theses solidly and fluidly constructed, counter-arguments and/or immediately relevant points considered and/or mentioned
	usually and generally reasonable, yet weak due to lack of dialectical reasoning and/or explorative thinking 

	Mechanics
	flawless grammar, precise diction, (near-)perfect punctuations 
	occasional lapses in grammar and diction, minor copy-editing issues (10%)

	
	
	

	
	B-/C+ [Borderline/Mediocre]
	C/C- [Needs Help]

	Thesis
	generally unclear, vague or unoriginal despite some visible attempts
	difficult or too bland to identify, nearly absent

	Structure
	generally unclear with too many orphaned sentences or paragraphs
	unclear or confusing, in need of more topic sentences

	Use of Evidence
	generally insufficient or inappropriate, poorly integrated external source
	very few or weak, unintegrated citations 

	Analysis
	weak, uninterpreted, irrelevant or contradictory citations and/or authorial thoughts that require more analytic attention
	very little or weak attempt to relate evidence or thoughts to argument

	Logical Steps
	often weak or fallacious, counter-arguments or alternatives unrepresented
	no visible flow of ideas, no effort to grasp alternative views

	Mechanics
	Notable problems in grammar and diction (30%)
	Critical problems in grammar and diction (50%)

	
	
	

	
	D/D- [Poor/Disastrous,]
	

	Thesis
	extremely weak; unsupported by the rest of the paper
	

	Structure
	evidently unorganized, almost nonexistent
	

	Use of Evidence
	weak or incorrect or nonexistent 
	

	Analysis
	absent
	

	Logical Steps
	no discernable argument made
	

	Mechanics
	Almost unreadable grammar and diction, major rewriting required (70%) 
	


II. Analysis/Evaluation of a Writing Sample:  

John Updike’s review of Robert Alter’s new translation of the Pentateuch (This would be an “A” paper.)
Many a dull book to read was exciting to write. 

– Sir Walter Raleigh, On Writing and Writers, p. 22 

The verbose style means an uneducated mind. 

The memory supplies things in the order in which they happened, with all detail. 

The power of suppressing the irrelevant is of rare attainment, and a writer’s business. 

– Sir Walter Raleigh, On Writing and Writers, p. 31 

Good reader, good writer; 

Good writer, good reader.

– Dr. Lee

Points to Consider while Studying and Evaluating the Following Material:

1. [Grading Rubric]

a. Thesis

b. Structure

c. Use of Evidence

d. Analysis

e. Logical Steps

f. Mechanics

2. [Genre/Style/Tone] Does this piece serve the overall purpose? And How? How about the title? (To start off with…)  

3. [Compositional Technique] Let’s do some detective work… 

a. [Identifying the Main Thread/Skeleton] 

i. Exercise I: Identify ONE (the most important) sentence that sums up the author’s point: is THE THESIS easily locatable?  

ii. Exercise II: Isolate the first (so-called “lead”) sentence of each paragraph and see whether they alone can form the plot. 

iii. Exercise III: Compare the first and last sentences of each paragraph and make out the narrative and conceptual connections. 

iv. Other Exercises; for instance, examine all the logical connectives (and, however, yet, so, therefore, yet, etc.).   

b. [Deconstruction and Reconstruction] Do all the supporting pieces of information fit together smoothly and effectively? How did Updike arrange/insert his working notes? Imagine his first draft or working notes. 

III. Plagiarism and Correct Use of Source Materials
 

Simply put, plagiarism is use of another person’s ideas or phrasing as your own.  Plagiarism usually falls into one of two problem areas: (1) citations and (2) paraphrasing.  Using someone else’s words for an entire paper or large sections of paper are blatant examples of plagiarism, but it is also easy to plagiarize through carelessness or confusion about expectations.  The following examples are meant to clarify some of these issues.

Original Texts:

“Only when people see that they cannot prohibit safe, legal, elective surgical abortion without violating the conditions of well-being for the vast majority of women—especially those most socially vulnerable because of historical patterns of oppression—will the effort to impose a selective, abstract morality of the sanctity of human life on all us cease (Harrison, 393).”

Source: Harrison, Beverly Wildung with Shirley Cloyes. “Theology and Morality of Procreative Choice.” In Moral Issues and Christian Response, 6th ed., Paul T. Jersild et al., ed., 387-394.  Fort Worth, Texas: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1998.
“As the most recent immigrants from non-personhood, feminists have traditionally fought for justice for themselves and the world. …It is difficult to develop concern for women, children, the poor and the dispossessed—and to care about peace—and at the same time ignore fetal life (Callahan, 399).”

Source: Sidney Callahan, “Abortion and the Sexual Agenda.” In Moral Issues and Christian Response, 6th ed., Paul T. Jersild et al., ed., 394-405.  Fort Worth, Texas: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1998.
Example #1: Direct Copying Without Attribution  

Some feminists believe that we must not prohibit safe, legal, elective surgical abortion without violating the conditions of well-being for the vast majority of women.  Others counter that women are the most recent immigrants from non-personhood, so that we cannot ignore fetal life and still develop a concern for women, children, the poor and the dispossessed.

<Commentary> Although the writer has rearranged some of the phrases and made minor stylistic changes, entire phrases are lifted directly from the source material. Such work would be considered plagiarism even if the sources were listed in a bibliography.

Example #2: Direct Copying but with Attribution and Citations

Beverly Harrison argues that we must not prohibit safe, legal, elective surgical abortion without violating the conditions of well-being for the vast majority of women (Harrison, 393). Sydney Callahan counters that women are the most recent immigrants from non-personhood, so that we cannot ignore fetal life and still develop a concern for women, children, the poor and the dispossessed (Callahan, 399). 
<Commentary> The writer has directed the reader to the original source through the citations but is passing off the phrasing as his or her own. Quotation marks are needed for borrowed text.   This example also is a clear case of plagiarism.

Example #3: Over-dependence on Sources

Beverly Harrison argues that we must not “prohibit safe, legal, elective surgical abortion without violating the conditions of well-being for the vast majority of women (Harrison, 393).”  Sydney Callahan counters that women are the “most recent immigrants from non-personhood,” so that we cannot ignore fetal life and still “develop a concern for women, children, the poor and the dispossessed (Callahan, 399).”

<Commentary> This example is cited correctly and is not a case of plagiarism. Stylistically, however, it is too dependent on the wording of the sources.  In fact, much of the quoted work is generic text that easily could be paraphrased.  Extensive quotations are in order when it is necessary to preserve the unique, original phrasing of the source but should not dominate the paper.

Example #4: Correct Citation and Style

The abortion debate exposes a deep rift in contemporary feminist theology. On one side are those who believe that full participation in public life is best guaranteed when women are defined on gender-neutral terms. Beverly Harrison, for example, sees the pro-life agenda as supporting “historic patterns of oppression” (Harrison, 393)  that have confined women to the traditional roles of wife and mother.  On the other side are those feminist who counter that true liberation for women will only come when these unique roles are truly valued and protected.  Sydney Callahan argues that, as “the most recent immigrants from non-personhood” (Callahan 399), women must champion the cause of all those who are vulnerable, which for her includes fetal life. 

<Commentary> This example shows independent reflection on the source materials.  They are incorporated into a thesis that clearly originated with the writer.  The original words are paraphrased for the most part, with direct quotations employed only when necessary.
� Author: Dr. David Ahearn, 2005, Writing Workshop, Dept. of Religion and Philosophy, LaGrange College; Reformatted by Dr. Lee





