3. Emerson, in the essay on "Friendship," emphasises equality and tenderness rather than, for example, cruelty and sadness. 
How does the story of Gilgamesh fit in with the model Emerson proposes? What are the powers and limits of the Emersonian model?
Discuss, while introducing and analysing relevant narrative details, roles of friendship in the Gilgamesh-style coming of age story;  
Think, for instance, of why and how the friends and lovers suffer together and why the friend had to die.    
GILGAMESH – Friendship is not a full circle concept while one of the members is alive…friendship comes from the anticipation of mourning/ anticipation of death

· Friendship is there when the moment comes that IT is actually no longer available…At this point one can realize that friendship existed by examining sacrifices made or loyalty endured or just a bond that is longer there

· One reason that it was necessary for Enkidu to die was to push Gilgamesh to what seems to be his destiny.  (* Pg. 9 – First paragraph of “The Search for Everlasting Life” *) - - - It pushed to his journey it set him out with PURPOSE…he was so moved by his lack of peace from his friend’s death that he needed to find everlasting life
· ??? HAD ENKINDU NOT DIED WOULD GIL. HAVE JOURNEYED??? I don not think so. I think it was this emotional baggage that he carried that pushed him to quest.
· They suffer together b/c in this suffering, this shared pathos, there is something dangerous and whatever is dangerous is often mysterious and whatever is mysterious is often mystical and whatever is mystical is often BEAUTIFUL. This pattern leads to danger = beauty.  That’s why in lots of stories or in personal accounts of life, often the most dangerous story can have a tragically beautiful ending.

· FOR EX: If a man dies and no one cares for him or it does not affect anyone nothing happens..But if a loved man dies there is this swell of emotional struggle -- - at the funeral, people have to learn to “get on with there lives” - - - “GET ON” from what? These people who are “getting on” with their lives are implying that they have to make a change, go a new direction, shift course just so that they can BE

-    A shared suffering moves people….it can produce life change…
-    FOR EX: Columbine. . . many kids accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and    Savior after Rachel Scott got killed for admitting she was  a Christian…

-    Often times these tramatic events cause individuals to re-evaluate their own lives and their own ethics.  They have to look inside because this outside force is MAKING THEM look inside.  They take this event and use it as a catalyst for introspective reflection.

-    As for suffering but no death, When lovers and friends suffer together, these    already strong bonds are strengthened b/c whatever does not kill, strengthens

As the old saying goes, it will only help, if it doesn’t kill.

Emerson’s FRIENDSHIP – The idea of friendship is a very practical and tangible idea…it requires equality and equal treatment…


Opening paragraph: “How many persons we meet in houses, whom we scarcely speak to, yet whom we honor and who honor us”!
-
This excerpt is a good example of how practical and a physical act friendship is…these people are going so far as to honor the other individuals…Emerson’s friendship definition has a very action-filled identity.
· Friendship is a thing of the present in Emerson’s Friendship: (Paragraph 5) “I awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends, the old and the new”…Here it is implied that someone is looking back on friendship since they are applying thanksgiving to their thoughts - - -Something must first occur for someone to be thankful for it - - In Gilg., friendship is all about the anticipation or looking forward to the full circle of friendship AKA Death.

· Emerson continues to hit the idea of equality: (Paragraph 10): “I ought to be equal to every relation”
· Another pillar of friendship to Emerson is tenderness.  (Paragraph 14): “I offer myself faintly and bluntly to those who I effectually am, and tender myself to whom I am the most devoted.”
- Gilgamesh’s friendship with Enkindu is in line with THIS thought of Emerson b/c as Enkindu lay dying, he and Gilg shared many blunt admittances of male bonding and Gilgamesh stayed by Enkindu’s side until he died - - a very sweet and tender move

- I have also noticed this in my own life.  Those who I lay myself out for and vulnerably trust, are the closest friends of mine.  There is something powerful about laying it all out there in the realms of trust with another human being.  Emerson seems to refer to this as “tenderness”

· OVERALL: Emerson is pretty earthly based and relational based on how you should be/enjoy a friend’s company while you are here and Gilg’s main theme is that friendship comes together after its technolically over

I DEFINITELY AGREE MORE WITH EMERSON’s MODEL OF FRIENDSHIP.  The author of Gilgamesh seems to set up an entirely different identity and definition for this idea of “friendship” than I am used to.  That identity revolves around not really being able to claim friendship until it may have passed and the climax of that relationship being the end.  I totally disagree.  In my life, I think its very possible for me to be able to understand how deep a relationship goes with another and acknowledge friendship.  Also the climax of some of my best friendship have not been the end but rather sometime in the middle or perhaps the latter half, but never the end. \
?? QUESTIONS ??

