The western empire was created in 286 when Diocletian divided the roman empire This was Diocletians greatest reform

In the west, rome remained the ceremonial capital although Ravenna became the real capital

The eastern empire was centered in constantinople

The western empire was united by the latin language and roman Catholicism but in reality it was made up of many different cultures, this differed greatly from the eastern empire which was greek speaking and had been been culturally united since Alexander the great’s conquests 

Diocletian’s initial religious policy was to tolerate all faiths but in 303 he began the Great Persecution.  The purpose of the Great Persecution was to exterminate Christianity.  Diocletian retired in 305 and for 8 years his successors forbade Christian worship, destroyed churches and books, rebuilt pagan temples, arrested bishops
The number of Christians that died as a result of the persecution is unknown, the great persecution failed and Christianity gained numbers and strength mainly due to the Christian matyrs Great Persecution ceased in 311
Christianity grew under Constantines successors and by 395 most Romans were Christian
Many reasons why: church related to roman values, it promised victoris to roman armies, the lower classes

End of Western Empire 395-476

Rome faced many problems that included a non roman army, state of bureaucracy, and shrinking tax base.  New waves of German invaders came through the Western empire in the fifth century, the government was overhelmed

The Visigoths sacked rome in 410 and forced the senate to pay them a significant ransom

The Saxons angles and jutes invaded Britain and cut off its ties to rome

The Vandals came along and created a new kingdom and sacked rome in 455

As a result of the barbaric invasions the Culture  changed drastically

Town life was non existent, landowners began doing many state functions, there rural estates attracted city people

Western rome was in a state of disarray 

When Ravenna became the new capital the senate became more of a ceremonial body but the senators still collected rents on their estates

Some church leaders offered food and shelter to the homeless and poor

The official end of the western empire came swiftly when Odoacer led the german army over the romans in 476, Romulus Augustulus reign was over and centralized rule ended in the west 

Odoacer ruled as a Germanic king in northern italy instead of being a roman emperor

Western empire was destroyed and separated into independent Germanic kingdoms

The last hope for a reuniting of the two empires came in 493 when odacer was replaced by the ostrogoth theodoric the great 

However barbarian tribes flooded into western provinces and began to take control without an organized roman army they were free reign

West was eventually fully controlled by barbarians, east made some attempts but west was never reunited

