Mary Hannah Riggins

Humanities 1:  Summary:  9/13/05

Stick it to the Man.  Question Everything.  Be Yourself.  Be the American Scholar.


During class today, we questioned who has the authority to define great art.  Is an abstract painting an elementary cop-out of what could have been greatness, had the artist not randomly thrown colors around?  Or is an abstract painting telling a story of chaotic youth transforming into adulthood?  Who gets to decide?  Who is “the man”?  In my opinion, which obviously can’t be taken for truth as Emerson so wordily wrote, I think that it is our (the audience’s) job to “stick it to the man” and define greatness according to our personal experiences.  Our personal experiences, being largely connected to the web of what humanities is:  intellectual human activities.  


Artwork was intended for us to see, hear, read, or experience.  Though, artists may create much of their work originally for themselves, they make it their job to release it into the world for judgment.  This is where we come in.  We stop listening to our friends, parents, teachers, advisors, pets, etc.  We “stick it to the man” and think for ourselves.  We see what we truly see.  In abstract art, perception may be bent, but it is still perception.  


So, what do we do?  We take what we have, and we use it.  We become “the American Scholar.”  Emerson said we should be the ones who think, as well as the ones who act.  We should be free (as with no hindrance), and we should be brave (as with no fear).  Most importantly, we should trust ourselves.  

Emerson may have defined each generation best when he said “this time, like all times, is a very good one, if we but know what to do with it.”  Therefore, it is our time to use our time, to question everything, and experience life.
