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Summary for Humanities 1

Aristotle, Politics
On November 1, we discussed Aristotle and how he categorized everything.  He is the reason we take Biology as a core requirement… or Botany, if we were at a school that offered it.

Aristotle was a student of Plato’s, and Alexander the Great studied under Aristotle.  Plato wrote in dialogue, as we learned at Dr. Anderson’s lecture and later wrote about in our astounding papers.  Aristotle, however, wrote with statements and definitions.  He was much more scientific.

Dr. Lee drew large circles on the board to illustrate Aristotle’s organization of the lives of men (and women, of course).  The chain goes as so:  Man (and woman), Family, Community, Society, and State.  Of course, there is still truth in this and how we are connected and linked to much more than just our individual selves, even if we are technically alone.    

We ended class by discussing what is natural.  Although, there seems to be some misinterpretation between what is natural and what is traditional.  I think that the natural Aristotle wrote about was relating more to what was not synthetic, but what our young minds tend to see as natural is what is traditional for it has always been natural to us.  Tradition, though, is just what has evolved.  It’s just the typical things we’re used to.

