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Summary:  11/15/05:  Judaism

We began the class period with a 50-minute film, “The Long Search”, which sent us along a cultural tour of Judaism.  Then, we discussed the aspects that caught our attention.  We learned that the Torah is a sacred book for Jews and that it is the first five books of the bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  The Talmud, however, is a book of questions.  The religious teachers in Judaism are called Rabbis.


We then questioned why God chose the Jews to be named the “chosen people”.  The answer was simple:  God asked questions and the Jews responded.  One of the differences we found between Judaism and Christianity is that Christians act through charity, and Jews act through responsibility.  The chosen people responded, so they became responsible.  Their responsibilities are horizontal, as well as vertical.  Horizontally, they have responsibilities to their neighbors and vertically, they have responsibilities to God.


Believers of Judaism are always seen praying with the text.  They will hold books as they pray or chant.  This is because the Word is as close as one can get to God.  Also, God imposes law through text, an example, being the Ten Commandments.  In the presence of a Synagogue (their churches), there are no figures of Jesus and/or others because all they use is the text.  With prayer, they read.  The Jews have an unwritten religious contract with God.  They strap a band around their arms, showing that they are free people, but they are still tied. 

