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War and Peace:

Perpetual Peace by Immanuel Kant

Section I
“[Peace means] means the end of all hostilities--so much so that even to attach the word "perpetual" to it is a dubious pleonasm.”

Section one of Kant’s article constructs what is basically a six-point plan for perpetual peace and then elaborates on each of the points. The basic gist of the opening paragraph is that perpetual peace should not be treated as an impossibility. Kant’s goal is to prophetically show how peace can be achieved and while doing so put our own propensity to conflict in a new perspective by giving an alternative to the norm.
“Saying no is good but having an alternative is better, protest is not enough; it is necessary to show a better way.”

-Jim Wallis

1. "No Treaty of Peace Shall Be Held Valid in Which There Is Tacitly Reserved Matter for a Future War"

2. "No Independent States, Large or Small, Shall Come under the Dominion of Another State by Inheritance, Exchange, Purchase, or Donation"
3. "Standing Armies (miles perpetuus) Shall in Time Be Totally Abolished"
4. "National Debts Shall Not Be Contracted with a View to the External Friction of States"
5. "No State Shall by Force Interfere with the Constitution or Government of Another State"
6. "No State Shall, during War, Permit Such Acts of Hostility Which Would Make Mutual Confidence in the Subsequent Peace Impossible: Such Are the Employment of Assassins (percussores), Poisoners (venefici), Breach of Capitulation, and Incitement to Treason (perduellio) in the Opposing State"
Section II

“The state of peace among men living side by side is not the natural state (status naturalis); the natural state is one of war.”

"The Civil Constitution of Every State Should Be Republican"
"The Law of Nations Shall be Founded on a Federation of Free States"

"The Law of World Citizenship Shall Be Limited to Conditions of Universal Hospitality"
This contains the definitive articles for perpetual peace among states. It lists the main national points that must be achieved in order to achieve a perpetual peace. It is interesting to note that these are consistent with modern political theory. The problem becomes implementing that theory. Is it possible to convince the whole of humanity what is in their best interest? Must peace be instituted forcibly if it is not accepted? Does forcibly always mean war or the absence of peace? Can we forcibly implement peace through the indictment of dangerous leaders by a world court?
In the book God’s Politics Jim Wallis suggests that peace is indeed possible through the indictment of dangerous leaders. It raises precisely the question of whether or not peace, such as the ideas that Kant has about speech, can be implemented peacefully when they are resisted. Jim Wallis’ six-point plan is as follows:

1. Indict Saddam Hussein for crimes against humanity and send a clear signal that he has no future in Iraq, setting into motion the internal and external forces that could remove him from power and bring him to trial at the International Court in The Hague. History has shown, as with Slobodan Milosevic, that this can help bring down a criminal regime.

2. Pursue coercive disarmament with greatly intensified inspections backed by a U.N. mandated multinational force. 

3. Foster a Democratic Iraq through a temporary post-Hussein U.N. administration, rather than a U.S. military occupation. 

4. Organize a massive humanitarian effort through the U.N. and nongovernmental relief agencies for the people of Iraq now, rather than only after the war.

5. Commit to implement the “roadmap” to peace in the Middle East, with a clear timetable toward a two-set solution that guarantees a Palestinian state and a secure Israel by 2005.
6. Re-invigorate and sustain international cooperation in the campaign against terrorism, rather than having it disrupted by a divisive war against Iraq that intelligence officials believe will likely lead to further attacks.
