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Angela Davis, “Rape, Racism and the Myth of the Black Racist”

“What happens to working-class women has usually been of little concern to the courts; as a result, remarkably few white men have been prosecuted for the sexual violence they have inflicted on these women. While the rapists have seldom been brought to justice, the rape charge has been indiscriminately aimed at Black men, the guilty and innocent alike. Thus, of the 455 men executed between 1930 and 1967 on the basis of rape convictions, 405 of them were Black.”

Davis’ opinion is one that brings about the issue of racial profiling as means for criminal prosecution. It can be suggest that more Black men are guilty of rape; however, this act can lead to racial prejudice if it becomes seen as the norm. In other words, innocent Black men could be convicted of rape simply because they can’t overcome the image of the Black rapist. 

Appiah, “Racisms”


“Racial prejudice is the tendency to assert false propositions about races and the refusal to adjust those beliefs in light of countervailing evidence.” This quote states exactly the problem of such racial generalizations. When it is discovered that our propositions are false, it is difficult to overcome them especially if they are a part of our culture like in “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Later in Davis’ article there is a shift in focus from racial discrimination to economic discrimination. Davis suggests that successful white men are never reported as sex offenders. This would suggest that our myth of the Black rapist is slightly misrouted. Should our aim be more toward the economic discrimination against the lower class, the majority of which is Black? Is our myth really the myth of the poor and underprivileged rapist?
Food For Thought

1. Do we discriminate more against races or economic classes? Do we ever confuse one type of discrimination with another?

2. What are the dangerous elements of a vertical and horizontal racial system?
