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Analyze any aspects of academic politics, while drawing on the insights of Lakoff's theory of "metaphoric" concepts and Hobbes on "personification" as a form of representation, as well as reflecting on your own context.


Lakoff’s introduction to “metaphorical”
 concepts begins with the phrase, “TIME IS money.”
 In this metaphor there is something more than an analogy being made between the value of money and the value of time. Lakoff is pointing out that our metaphors can be an attempt to make something concrete. Obviously, time is a relative and abstract thing. There is no ability to touch it or see it. It only exists as a creation of humanity in order to keep some perspective on the passing of our own existence. However, when we use the metaphor “time is money,” time becomes concrete. There is suddenly an inherent value to time that did not exist without the use of the metaphor. When this is applied to individuals in the form of dollars per hour, this metaphor has become an element of the “schematization”
 of society. In a since, an individual can be worth seven, eight or some other dollar amount per hour of their service to an employer. Individuals, therefore, are categorized based on this metaphor which makes concrete our creation of time. This all is directly tied to the metaphor, “knowledge is power” because of the link between academic credentials and monetary income. We must succeed in the realm of academic politics in order to achieve the maximization of our financial possibilities, and therefore, achieve maximized power.

In the realization that success in the art of academic politics is directly tied to the value of our time, and in a discriminatory since, the value of our own existence, we find that our everyday metaphors are a source of our class distinctions, or schematization of society. In our attempt to classify everything into a category by the use of metaphors there is a dehumanization that happens to individuals. This “reduces human beings to things.”
 No longer is a person simply an uncategorized individual because we have become defined by the categories which our societal metaphors dictate. Academic success dictates that an individual’s time is of high value. In this since, our metaphor that “time is money” has created our metaphor that “knowledge is power.” If the first statement is true then the latter statement consequently is true based on the realization that academic success, or knowledge, will equate into a greater financial status and therefore power.

Hobbes writes that the word persona has a Greek origin in the word face (face value; not a metaphor); however, in Latin the word persona means something similar to a disguise or outward appearance revealing Hobbes’ “personification”
 as representation.
 In other words, based on the Latin meaning, a persona or representation can be a metaphor. Metaphors, as indicated by Lakoff and Hobbes, are to a great degree an attempt to make certain elements of life concrete. “Time is money” and “knowledge is power” both are the transformation of intangible parts of life into something that is tangible. If we begin to categorize everything into the tangible elements of life then we can classify people based on how much power or money they possess. Metaphors, therefore, are a fundamental element of “the social schematization of perceptions.”

� Lakoff, George; Mark Johnson. “Metaphors We Live By”


� ibid.


� Adorno, “People Are Looking at You”


� Class Notes


� Hobbes, Thomas. “Of Man, Being the First Part of Leviathan”


� ibid.


� Class Notes





