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So, why do we need political philosophy and why do we need to study it?

Whether we believe that politics is “The art of the possible”
 or that “[ politics] consists of choosing between the disastrous and the unpalatable,”
 we are never estranged from the “ideas” of political philosophy. Even to believe in the innate evil of politics or the “possible” benefits of an anarchical society is to hold political ideas or ideologies, the very definition of political philosophy. In this we find a need for political philosophy. Political philosophy is the foundation of our political beliefs (which can become statistically based by a scientific study of politics) and it is the source of our political ideologies or ideas. However, to see the philosophy of politics solely as a foundation of our ideologies is to neglect another fundamental purpose of philosophy. Philosophy allows us to take the question of “why” and apply it to our foundational beliefs. Why does a Marxist believe in the equality of the workforce? Why did hordes of impoverished citizens believe in the divine right of a dictatorial and unmerciful monarch? In other words, Political philosophy gives a foundation for factual, scientifically based beliefs as well as allowing for a reflective look at the philosophical ideologies or ideas behind the science.

More edifying knowledge regarding the whole of our social and economic actions is revealed when we begin to instructively ask “why” about our political actions. In “Political Behavior,” Munroe says, “Having made these distinctions [between political, social and economic behavior], we need to recognize that there are relationships among these categories of behavior.” Hypothetically speaking, a Marxist might believe in the equality of the workforce based on having an economically poor background that resulted from a period of capitalistic economic failures or inequalities. Clearly, our political ideologies can be influenced by our economic past and social experiences that result from that past. Therefore, in so doing this we address the philosophical act of reflectively looking at the origin of our ideologies. In a way, we have raised an ancient philosophical question. Does a person ever knowingly do wrong (support a political ideology that is clearly unattainable or dangerous), or is a political ideology the inevitable outcome of past events that have culminated in a distorted view of the capabilities of the body politic, and therefore, not a conscious wrong?

“We can define political philosophy as an investigation into the nature, causes, and effects of good and bad government…”
 In this statement, Miller has identified why we need political philosophy as a foundation for factual beliefs, as well as, identifying its “investigative” nature with regards to why citizens in any type of society act in their individual social, economic and political ways. We need political philosophy in order to recognize the source of our behaviors, which can paradoxically point us in a more progressive political direction. 
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