Class Summary 9-27-05

Parrhesia
--speaking candidly to an authority

--para = “beyond,” resis = “speech”

--rather than simply speaking ideas, concepts are exposed to the prospect of truth

--dangers include senseless speech…the saturation of ideas with needless words

Parrhesia                               vs.     

        Rhetoric                             

--exposing onself



        --bullshit

--putting oneself in danger


        --no relation to justice

--bears relation to justice

demagogue—someone who is skilled at rhetoric, (mis)leading people; thrives on the possibility that the masses know nothing

speech >>> thought >>> knowledge (But from whose point of view?)

ethics is about self-relation

Power/Political Authority (people’s relation to power)

--subject >>> participant

--“We are creatures of the state.” (Miller)

--“Society is a means to strength, power, and influence…Politics is the art of enduring tremendous tension between two opposing power sources.” (Nietzsche)

--The responsibility of the subjects is to take the role of participant, keeping the leaders in check, to reclaim control of democracy.

