
Class started off with discussion of Homer, the blind bard from the island of Ionia.  Discussion focused mainly on the significance of these early story-telling traditions.  Around 800 BC, the time of Homer, these stories were sang to crowds, and Homer’s glorification of Athens and Greece raised him to international status.  

Discussion continued with an analysis of Homer’s The Iliad.  During this section Dr. Lee awarded points to the teams with correct answers regarding the plot of this epic.  The lasting comments in class revolved around a few key ideas: how women were raised to the level of muse and became an object of possession, and the idea that everything in this epic is connected through familial power.
