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Conversation Topic

How, when and indeed what does one see today in the age of visual information overload?

And why and where do our perceptions and memories stick together or fall apart?

Who are those who see and those seen?

Gabriela Morawetz, the photographer from Paris, engages Kyoo Lee,

a philosopher from New York, in a conversation on the philosophy and poetry of photographic seeing as magically
embodied in Morawetz’s richly layered, surrealist work.

Gabriela Morawetz

A native of Poland. The artist graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Cracow,
she also studied at Contemporary Center of engraving in Geneva, Switzerland.

From 1975 to 1983 Gabriela Morawetz resided in Venezuela,
.;. Caracas where she got granted from the National Council for Culture.

o Since 1983 she lives and work in Paris, France.

Gabriela Morawetz does not settle for a single medium. The multi-layering of the material reflects the different layers of her works
content. Her new series “Vanishing De-constructions” is a play on the highly elaborate compositions contrasted to the vast space
created through surreal settings and dreamlike space-scapes. Polish-born, Paris-based contemporary artist Gabriela Morawetz
works deal with time and space. She creates a moment of mystique and timeless narration that leaves the spectator in awe.

Kyoo Lee

Professor of Philosophy at the City University of New York (CUNY),

the author of Reading Descartes Otherwise: Blind, Mad, Dreamy, and Bad (2012),

and the co-editor of Women'’s Studies Quarterly Issue on “Safe” (2011)

and Critical Philosophy of Race Issue on “Xenophobia & Racism” (2014), Is a Korean-born,
internationally-educated thinker, reader, writer with a dual doctoral training in Anglo-European
philosophy (Warwick Univ.) and literature (London Univ.).

Photography: Tian song

A member of PEN America and the Poetry Translation Center in the UK, she works extensively in the interwoven fields of the Arts
& the Humanities and is currently writing a few separate, strangely related books on Daodejing (Laozi), The Passions of the Soul
(Descartes), The Second Sex (Beauvoir), The Monolingualism of the Other (Derrida), etc., while exploring vital connections among
traditional intellectual canons and global contemporary cultures. For instance, her recent essays “On the Transformative Potentials
of ‘Dark Female Animal’ in Daodejing” (Columbia Univ. Press, 2014) and on “Butterfly Redreaming” (Humanities, 2015) where
Descartes, Lacan and Zhuangzi appear together with some of the Avant-garde poets today, show her growing interest in creating
tracks of “translingual philopoetics” by also learning from and contemporizing classical Chinese texts.
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