Ryan snider presentation notes

Vergil and Horace who lived through the civil wars that marked the violent end of the Roman Republic, Ovid was the first major Roman Poet to come of age wholly in the Augustan Age--the beginning of the Roman Empire.

Coming from Sulmo (modern Sulmona), Ovid was not Roman but Paelignian. The Paeligni had a long association with Rome and the Ovidii were a locally prominent family--we know of another, earlier member of the family, Lucius Ovidius Ventrio, who held office [see Ronald Syme, The Roman Revolution. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1939. p. 289]. The death of his elder brother made Ovid the focus of his family's hopes and so he went to Rome, studied rhetoric with the famous teachers Arellius Fuscus and Porcius Latro, and embarked on a career in government. He became either one of the tresuiri monetales (administrators of the mint) or of the tresuiri capitales (administrators of prisons and executions), then one of the decemuiri stlitibus iudicandis, a kind of judge [see Kenney, E. J. "Ovid and the Law." Yale Classical Studies 21 (1969): 241-263]. However, though he was on track to become the first Roman senator from Sulmona [see Syme, Ronald. The Roman Revolution. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1939 p. 383], he threw it all away for a life of poetry.

Ovid began by writing love poetry, and he wrote at least one play in the earlier part of his career. His greatest work, the Metamorphoses, is an epic but of an unusual sort. 
Introduction: 

Ovid's influence on Western art and literature cannot be exaggerated. The Metamorphoses is our best classical source of 250 myths. "The poem is the most comprehensive, creative mythological work that has come down to us from antiquity" (Galinsky). Based on its influence, "European literature and art would be poorer for the loss of the Metamorphoses than for the loss of Homer" (Hadas). Ovid was a major inspiration for Dante, Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton (see bibliography on last page). If Virgil is Rome's greatest poet, Ovid is the most popular (even in his own time; Ovidian graffiti has been found on the walls of Pompeii).

Book 1

After the prologue concerning the creation and flood, we begin a series of tales loosely linked by their shared interest in divine seductions.

Apollo and Daphne: (inspiration for Bernini's famous statue seen here). The earlier serious tone of the prologue, depicting the "majestic dignity" of gods' punishing the wicked and preserving the righteous after the flood, makes Apollo's love plight seem comic in contrast, his desperation merely humorous. He claims not to pursue her as a foe, but Ovid makes the comparison clear; Apollo is the hound after the rabbit. Another irony, the god of healing can't heal himself of love's wound. 

In the next story, Jove himself appears as the henpecked husband caught with another woman, making the gods look even more ludicrous. 

Summary

Themes

Women 1: The role of women in Metamorphoses is very extreme. Either they are the virginal girls running from the gods who want to rape them, or they are malicious and vengeful. Io provides the perfect contrast of both characters because Io is the virginal water nymph and Juno is the bitch goddess who gets revenge on the girl despite the fact that Jove forced himself on her. The goddess always avenges herself against the women that Jove dallies with in spite of the fact that they didn't want anything to do with him in the first place.

Violence 1: Violence occurs in almost every story in Metamorphoses mostly in connection with vengeance. Rape is also part of that violence. Here Jove forces himself upon Io and goes to great lengths have his way with her despite her disinterest.

Sacrifice of People 


The transformation of people to animals was a common occurrence.  It usually happened as a punishment but sometimes resulted from one’s own desire.  Gods are to be maintained happy and without any complaints.  In order to keep them this way, animals were sacrificed in their honor.  If mortals are transformed into animals, isn’t it possible that humans are being sacrificed to Gods as opposed to animals.  If that is accurate and recognized, how would it change the sacrificing ritual.

