Style

Homeric style in book 19- In book nineteen Homer has a certain style.  In Homer’s book nineteen it is obvious he strays away from suspense, as well as in the rest of his work. Homer presents moments of digression in order to relax the reader.  This is obvious in the footwashing, Homer uses a “retarding element” by going back in time to tell about how the scar was formed.  Quote from rec. reading “Homer gives us simply the quiet existence and operation of things in accordance with their natures.  

-Also, Homer represent phenomena in a fully externalized form, visisble and palpable in all parts.  Very detailed, as when he recounts the story of the scar.  We know what he was doing there, and by what road he reached  Everything important takes place with words…speech with wife and Odysseus as well as Hector and Achilles in Illiad. The main focus of Homer’s work is that he knows only a foreground, aonly a uniformly illuminated, uniformly objective present.

--Style represented well when compared with Bible…equally ancient and equally epic.

Basically in comparison, Homer’s work is  fully externalized, uniform illumination, uninterrupted connection, free expression, all events in the foreground, displaying unmistakable meanings, few elements of historical development and of psychological perspective.

-The Bible- certain parts brought into high relief, others left obscure, abruptness, suggestive influence of the unexpressed, “background quality”, multiplicity of meanings and the need for interpretation, universal-historical claims, development of the historical becoming, and preoccupation with the problematic.

All the characters in the bible have greater depths  of time, fate, and consciousness than do the characters in Homer. Characters in the Bibles actions are , but by history and what has happened behind him.

Linear vs complex threads of time

Summary

IN DEPTH of Homecoming

The homecoming that takes place in chapter 19, the reunion of O and P finally takes place, bringing much dramatic iron, pathos, and suspense to the table.  There are several important factors to note about the meeting between Penelope and Odysseus.  One reason for the meeting is so odysseus can test his wives faith towards him and at the same time test the female servants attitude towards beggars.  There are four main parts to the conversation.. 1preliminary altercation between the beggar and Penelope, 2conversation between queen and beggar, 3odysseus footwashing by euryclea, and 4 conversation between queen and beggar part 2.  It is also important to note that throughout the scene Penelope grows fonder and fonder of the beggar.  First the beggar is referred to as pitiful, the stranger becomes respectful and dear; she then promises friendship and gifts, praises his good sense, asks his advice.  It is also very hard to believe that she does not fully recognize him…. Many scholars have come to the conclusion that he is recognized, but is subconsciously by her.

The first scene is another instance of retardation, an aspect of homer’s style, postponing the meeting, in which Melantho, a servant speaks with Odysseus, and then with Penelope, until Penelope demands to speak with the beggar and that he has a comfortable seat.

Conversation 1- The basis of this first conversation is Penelope trying to find out where the beggar is coming from, while the beggar Odysseus compliments her, avoiding telling his story which would make him emotional.  Penelope explains the predicament she is in with the suitors, and her husband, explaining she can no longer escape marriage. and finally gets Odysseus to tell her who he is, which he makes up a story. Odysseus explains  that he knows her husband and has met her.  Penelope asks him 3 Qs-Description of his clothes, what kind of man he was, and about his companions.  Odysseus answers the Q’s  and inderiectly pays Penelope a compliment by speaking very highly of  his character.  Odysseus also gives her hope by telling her that Odysseus should be coming home soon, but is probably accumulating riches.

This leads into the footwashing, because she wants to extend hospitality. Penelope begins to get close to discovering, because the stranger must be the same age and she says that Odysseus; hands must look worn like his. Euryclea, the servant of Odysseus, washes his feet, and during the process Odysseus realizes  the scar he had received and tries to hide it. Euryclea comments on the likeness of him to Odysseus, and then recognizes the scar.  Euryclea promises to not say anything (part where grabs)

The last part is the converstation part 2, in which Penelope tells the stranger about a dream she had.  In the dream she has 20 geese  who eat corn and whom I like watching. An eagle comes from a mountain and kills them, the geese stand for the suitors and the eagle was Odysseus..  the stranger says that the only way to explain it is that the suitors will die.  But Penelope is convinced it is a false dream.  They end the conversation with Penelope speaking of the bow contest they will be having for her next suitor., while the stranger proclaims it is not necessary.

Themes
Hospitality, 
Arete

The most articulated value in Greek culture is areté. Translated as "virtue," the word actually means something closer to "being the best you can be," or "reaching your highest human potential." The term from Homeric times onwards is not gender specific. Homer applies the term of both the Greek and Trojan heroes as well as major female figures, such as Penelope, the wife of the Greek hero, Odysseus. In the Homeric poems, areté is frequently associated with bravery, but more often, with effectiveness. The man or woman of areté is a person of the highest effectiveness; they use all their faculties: strength, bravery, wit, and deceptiveness, to achieve real results. In the Homeric world, then, areté involves all of the abilities and potentialities available to humans. We can, through the frequent use of this term in Homer's poems, make some tentative conclusions about the early Greek world view. The concept implies a human-centered universe in which human actions are of paramount importance; the world is a place of conflict and difficulty, and human value and meaning is measured against individual effectiveness in the world.

         Individual vs. social; revenge vs. justice and reconciliation; protection vs. hospitality   

         Social vs. domestic (Nostos) 

         Hierarchical vs. egalitarian  

         Linear time vs. complex threads of time 

