Justice and Race

RACE: Why does it matter?

· Diaspora – sending out of any ethnic group, a mass migration; examples include Africans, Jews, and Chinese

· The Romans were the first to differentiate between the races of people

· Is race usually about color or culture?  What is the social schematization of race?

· Is race important to determine background? (Where are you from?, What are you really?)

· Race is usually assumed at first contact (white, black, etc.)

· This can be wrong, for example, many people of Caribbean origin resemble African Americans

· Racial profiling – casual, everyday perception of race

· Some people are hard to categorize, such as:

· Those of mixed race

· Those who don’t fit clearly into our framework of race

· Race is not neutral

· Everyone gets placed into one category

· Race is a social reality

· Coordination and categorization of race leads to subordination

· Susanna’s presentation

· What is race? – Zack

· Racial tensions/problems have improved over the years

· Race is one of the first categories that one is put in

· People generally stay with their own race (social training/pack mentality)

· The word race has had many different meanings

· In the 17th century, meant nationality

· In the 19th century, meant skin color

· Now, it means biological differences

· American adults now view race as different breeds

· Leads to racial stereotypes

· James’ presentation

· Mills’ article

· Qace – idea of overcoming the present problems of race

· 174 of RGS

· Equal society is the goal of quace

· Quacial citizenship is randomized, rendering racial discrimination impossible

· Leads to a “Melting Pot” society

· People are characterized by everything: dress, hair color, gender, race, etc.

