“The Point is to Change the World”

The Communist Manifesto

· Published in 1848 for the Communist League

· Marx was critical and capitalism and a promoter of socialism

· Communism: advanced stage of socialism
· Political economy is incomplete without freedom from the oppression of the capitalist leaders
· Claimed communism would only prosper in advanced industrialized nations such as the United States and the Netherlands
· 2 goals of The Communist Manifesto
· To introduce the proletariat to Marxist communism
· To alert the ruling classes of an upcoming class struggle
· The Communist Manifesto divided society into two parts:
· Bourgeoisie

· Proletariat
· Eventually under communism class struggles would end
· Everyone would be equal
· There would be no classes
· All would equally share resources
· It would take time to reach communism
· Revolutions and evolution would both take place to get societies to communism
· Mao’s Great Leap Forward is an example
· Today’s communism is actually a socialist state
· Communism v. Capitalism = Equality v. Getting ahead of everyone else
· Capitalism must reinvent itself to stay new
· Capitalism is no longer about the people, but rather is about the system
· Failures of Communism
· Need of people for power
· Lack of selflessness in people
· Human Nature
· Laziness
· Is work natural?
· Does Capitalism account for this?
· Does Communism account for this?
· Do we all have the freedom to work?
· Is work free?
· “Man is born free; he is chained everywhere.” – Rousseau
· Marx drew inspiration from Rousseau and Hegel
· Marx – ideal society would be provided by God
· Gifts or bribes?  
· Are gifts possible?
· “Cash nexus”

· People are connected by money

· What is the emancipatory intent of Marx’s program?

· Alienated Labor?

