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Pico Della Mirandola was a brilliant Italian humanist who philosophized about many controversial ideas. Pico’s main goal was to synthesis Platonism and Aristotelianism into a Christian framework. This goal offended Christians, and church authorities attacked Pico’s ideas and efforts. 


Pico also said that Christian’s could benefit from studying non-western and/or non-christian ideas and writings.  Pico’s second contribution is said to be the concept of individual worth. 


Pico wrote “Oration on the Dignity of Man”, which is a writing from which he became very well known for. Pico’s idea was that God created humans as special free willed beings that had unlimited potential. 
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Pico also theorized on what he called “The Great Chain of Being”. The great chain was a scale which God placed man in the middle at birth and gave him unlimited possibilities. Man could rise as high as God or fall with the beasts. This is why it is called a chain, because man can fluctuate by rising or falling on the scale/chain.
“When humanity’s quest ends, “we shall […] not be ourselves but He himself who made us” when Pico stated this I think that he meant that when humanity’s quest ends man will be equal with God.
Renaissance is a word that originates from the French language, and means to be born again. Which means that the Renaissance period is a period of rebirth for human civilization. 
